Review 
In Times Like These 


“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 


Lest We Forget 


The Reformation Festival is 
a time of rejoicing, of renew- 
ing, of reconfirmation in our 
Christian Faith in the One 
Triune God, in our confes- 
sion of “‘ The Word Alone, 
Grace Alone, Faith Alone”’ 


“Lord, Thy Word abideth, 
And our footsteps guideth; 
Who its truth believeth. 
Light and joy receiveth.”” 


Holume 49 


Oftoher, 1947 


Lest We Forget 


“Ye are a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should shew forth the 
praises of Him who hath 
called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light”’ 


“Jesus with Thy Church abide, 
Be her Saviour, Lord and Guide, 
While on earth her faith is tried, 
We beseech Thee, hear us.” 
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The Sustaining Membership, 
Needs Your Support — 


Only three more months remain to raise ie 
$1,315.00 necessary to complete the Sus £ 
Membership Fund income which was counted on : 
in the 1937 Budget. If we are to balance this 
budget, we must subscribe NOW in one * the: 
three following classes: 
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Class I—The Sustaining Membership 
For Luther Leagues and Local, District and State | 
Leagues. $5.00 or more per year. 


Class II—The Contributing Membership _ 
For the individual Luther Bunga $1.00 per year. | 
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Class II1—Alumni, Gifi, Mesatid 1 Mendanslag’ 


For the former Luther Leaguers and friends of 
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In The Southern Cppalachian Mountains 


(By George L. Rinkliff) 
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BOVE the great plateau of Southwest Virginia, 

blue mountains bulk in silent hugeness against 

the sky, challengingly, mysteriously. They stood 

so when the pioneers, facing the wilderness beyond 

the Appalachians, passed by—families and homes moving 

afoot and by pack horse, plodding undeterred through the 

Cumberland Gap and over the Wilderness Road into the 

Mississippi Valley. Those pioneers looked at the moun- 

tains and passed on, without regrets. They were leaving 
the mountains. 

But not all the pioneers did that. Some preferred the 

mountains to any other place on earth. Contemplating 

the grandeur of those long ranges, they felt at home. 


Kee Z2caHwWOvwVdO DW 


They were a fearless and intelligent people, and their 
way of life was simple—log cabin homes, the narrow 
winding trails beneath the towering forest trees, the 
domestic arts of the pioneer—food from the clearings 
and the forest, with every woman a spinner and a 
weaver, and every man a tiller of the soil, a huntsman 
and a craftsman, They were up-to-date then. All pioneers 
of the day lived after much the same fashion. ‘When the 
pioneers who passed through the mountains came to the 
end of the trail in the Mississippi Valley, they settled in- 
to the same way of life. 

But for those who went west and for their children, 
that way of life began to change soon afterward. The 


Page Two 


steamboat came, and the waterway from Pittsburgh to 
the Gulf of Mexico became one of the great inland 
trade routes of the world. Highways came, first as 
rutted trails that wound through forest and prairie, 
laborious for travel, but legions traveled them. The rail- 
roads came and made all other methods of transportation 
tributary. The point to all that was, that for the pioneers 
who passed beyond the Wilderness Trail and for their 
children, there was, no isolation where they settled. 


But in the mountains isolation grew. When. the 
Ohio River, with its flatboats, its keel boats, and in the 
same generation, its steamboats, became the great route. 
to the west, the Cumberland Gap was almost forgotten. 
The people of the mountains no longer saw long emi- 
grant, trains going westward. 

While their kinsfolk west of the mountains mingled 
with the tide that surged across the plains and the 
Rockies and down to the shore of the Pacific, the moun- 
tain people remained content, their earthly ambitions 
satisfied by the glory of their region. If they heard the 
world around them-.was changing, it meant little enough 
to them. They reared large families, dividing their lands 
among their children. Never was a homeland more loved 
by any people; never had there been a race hardier and 
seemingly more able to preserve their independnce against 
the whole world than these mountaineers. 

But, after all, the world had its way with them. 

America was growing as no nation ever grew before. 
The great forested plain lands were being turned into 
rich farms, and billions of feet of excellent lumber were 
burned in the log to clear-the way for the plowman. 
America was building and before most people living today 
were born the remaining timber lands of the plains had 
been chopped over. America needed industrial power and 
industrial power was in coal. 

Commerce and industry coveted the great trees upon 
the mountains, and the great veins of coal that lay hidden 
deep in the bosoms of the silent lofty ranges. Men came 
buying timber and timber rights, coal lands and mineral 
rights, slashing the forests from the mountain sides, and 


endlessly, it seemed, loading long coal trains with the . 


black yield of the mines. 

One generation of the mountain folks saw in child- 
hood the primeval forest upon the mountain slopes and 
in old age, a thin mantle of scrub in the place of the 
forest. They saw other scars upon the mountains, too— 
black funnels out of which coal cars rumbled and creaked 
until the mines were empty. 

The day had been when none among them was rich 
and none was poor. When they sold their timber and 
their coal they seemed to prosper, but in the end it was 
all a mirage. They did not reap the big profits from 
the timber and the coal. Those profits went to others 
skilled in exploitation—out in the world that was strange 
and far away, For a generation they had some money 
with which to buy goods made elsewhere and shipped 
into the mountains. They gave up their domestic arts 
and handcrafts and forgot them. 

But when the timber was gone from the region they 
learned that none who saw an acorn sprout would live 
to cut the log that grew from it and then an empty 
mine was an ultimate of earthly desolation. 

The descendants of the pioneers had forgotten arts 
of living by which the pioneers walked independently in 
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a rugged world. None remained among them to teach 
them anew. They began sinking slowly into poverty. 
One heritage alone they kept undimmed. They still 
loved their mountains. And in the mountains they stayed, 
tilling guillied corn patches, wresting a hard and scanty 
living from the rocky soil. They were isolated again, 
and this time doubly so. They were shut off from the 
rest of the world, and they had nothing the world wanted. 


The world forgot them, naturally. enough. In their 
poverty they had nothing to attract the attention of the 
world. But in poverty they were still precious in the 
sight of God It was just as reasonable, therefore, that 
the Church should become interested in them as it was 
natural for the world to forget them. 


They had never been an irreligious people. But in 
matters of religion they followed the frontiersman’s way. 
Like their kinsfolk, the westward pushing bordermen, 
they held summer camp meetings. Like them, they wel- 
comed anyone who could deliver a camp meeting ex- 
hortation. Sometimes a traveling preacher, passing by, 
would be invited to stop and conduct a meeting in a 
home, preaching to a gathering of the families round 
about. 

They knew little of Church buildings, with services 
each Sunday, and of men trained and ordained to the 
ministry, regularly called as pastors of congregations. 
They knew little or nothing of Sunday Schools and other 
methods of religious education. But at that, they knew 
as much about such matters as did the frontiersmen who 
led the way toward the Pacific. 

In Southwest Virginia a valley runs into Tennessee 
from the watershed at the head of the Shenandoah Val- 
ley, and this valley was the pioneer route to the Cumber- 
land Gap. In this valley, at Marion, was a Lutheran 
pastor, Rev. J. J. Scherer, Sr., D.D., President of Marion 
College. His parish was as-much of the earth as he had 
time and strength to reach, and the mountains were no 
barrier to him. People lived there and for him that was 
an imperative summons. He tried to serve as many of 
them as possible, whenever the opportunity offered. He 
visited in their homes, and he preached in their camp 
meetings. He found among them some who called them- 
selves Lutherans, descendants of pioneers who had mi- 
gratéd.down the valley of Virginia from Pennsylvania. 

Often. he thought with concern of those un-Churched 
people—they who called themselves Lutherans and the 
others as well—and often they were the subject of his 
earnest prayers. 

A young man of the Lutheran congregation at 
Marion began organizing Sunday Schools among the 
mountain folk, and preaching to them. He was Kenneth 
G. Killinger. The Synod of Virginia and the Synodical 
Women's Missionary Society, rejoicing at the success 
and promise of his efforts, gave him all the support and 
assistance available, 

The Women’s Missionary Society of the United 
Lutheran Church learned about the mountain folk and 
sent Miss Mary Phlegar Smith, who knew, understood 
and loved these people, into the mountains to study the 
field and to obtain facts to guide the society in a pro- 
gram of work there. From that came the founding of 
the school for girls at Konnarock. 

Missionary work among the mountain folk was 
definitely under way. Churches were being built, con- 
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gregations and Sunday Schools organized, and pastors 
were at work. County public school officials welcomed 
the cooperation of Konnarock Training School in im- 
proving schools in the mountains. Health centers were 
established and trained nurses began teaching and dem- 
onstrating modern hygiene. 


Then the Brotherhood of the United Lutheran 


Church undertook the founding of the Iron Mountain 
School for boys. 


Luther Leaguers in Ohio and Illinois began taking 
a serious interest in the mountain work, seeking an op- 
portunity to invest their influence in that field. The 
health center established at Konnarock Training School 
was the gift of the Luther League of Illinois, that at 
Helton the gift of the Luther League of Ohio. 


But valuable as the health center proved, the im- 
perative needs of the field called for additional facilities 
for combating the perils to life and health. The nurses, 
working out of the health centers, could reach the homes 
and the aid they rendered was invaluable. But again and 
again the nurses came face to face with cases in which 
the only hope lay in procuring a good physician as 
speedily as possible, in hospitalization and in the use of 
a laboratory and other equipment essential in modern 
therapeutics. 


The health centers were a splendid advance against 
the menaces to physical well-being in the mountains, and 
they stood like sign boards pointing to a more effectual 
goal. The health centers had to be reinforced by a 
medical center, in charge of a physician, with ample 
facilities for diagnosis and treatment. 


There are cases of sickness and injury in the moun- 
tains which cannot be successfully treated in the moun- 
tain homes, just as there are cases which can hardly be 
treated in the most modern homes in the best of our 
Cities. In both types of cases, hospitalization is needed, 
and the medical center will serve the mountain field as 
an emergency hospital, a clinic, and a point at which 
a physician may be reached. 


This situation the Luther League faced squarely 
and at its convention in Springfield, Ohio, in July, 1937, 
when they accepted as their bi-ennial objective the 
providing of a medical center for the mountain work 
in Southwest Virginia. As rapidly as possible, the pre- 
liminary plans for this new advance in the mountain 
work are being completed. So urgent is the crisis that 
calls for this medical center that construction of the 
building will be started without delay, once the response 
of Luther Leaguers opens the way financially. 


Opportunity is going into the mountains in the great 
plateau of Southwest Virginia—opportunity for growth 
in the grace of God through the ministry of the Word 
and sacraments—opportunity in education—opportunity 
in physical well-being. It is opportunity offered to people 
of the race that led the van of the development of Amer- 
ica from the Atlantic to the Pacific. It is opportunity 
offered to a people of high native intelligence, strong 
courage and great capacities. 


The Luther League never fails to meet its objectives 
on time. The Luther League’s share of that opportunity 
will be provided fully, and on time. 
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HEADQUARTERS WINDOW 


Lest We Forget! 

The recurrence of the Reformation festival ought 
not to become either wearisome or commonplace. Year 
by year it ought to grow in interest as we see more fully 
and clearly how great are the benefits of Luther’s work. 
We need the perspective of history to set in right view 
and proportions the trend of events today. 

Let us recall Luther’s devout and faithful Christian 
example—recall his stress upon family worship, never 
more needful than now as so much neglected. Prayer, 
Bible reading, catechetical instruction—these marked the 
home life of the great reformer. How many Lutheran 
families are today true to that heritage? 


Our Church 

September ushered in the great Promotional Plan 
of our United Lutheran Church which will continue 
throughout October and the first two weeks in November. 
Surely the youth of the Church are interested in this 
plan and we pledge our loyal support to its promotion 
in our congregations. 

We recall how great has been the progress of our 
beloved Lutheran Church in recent years in spite of our 
losses and mistakes. Our pure faith and Gospel preach- 
ing must have enabled us to rise triumphant over so 
many and great obstacles. 

God with us and our confidence in His divine love 
and concern for the Church we should look into the 
future with firmer hope. Only as we stand fast in the 
pure faith delivered unto us by the fathers and show our 
faith by our works can we face the future in confidence of 
a greater Church. 

To this spirit of fidelity to faith as it is in Jesus 
Christ we shall devote our talents and our lives as ac- 
ceptable unto God, who will continue to bless our Church. 


Increase Our Membership : 

Each League this fall should appoint a membershi 
committee to enlist new members and reclaim the mem- 
bers who have become indifferent to our League. This 
committee could well afford to make out a list of the 
young people who are already members and also a list 
of the young people of the congregation who may be 
induced to unite with the League. This list could then 
be divided among the different members of the com- 
mittee and to each member a certain, definite work 
could be assigned. It would be well also for this com- 
mittee to prepare a list of questions and answers new 
members might likely want explained in regard to the 
League. 

This committee ought to suggest the names of the 
various new members proposed and arrange for their 
admission to the League. 

If some member of the committee has been appointed 
to try to secure the name for membership of some young 
person and has not succeeded, let another member of the 
committee try and keep on trying until you have ac- 
complished the purpose of winning the person to mem- 
bership into the League. Each League during the fall 
months, should endeavor to increase its membership and 
help those who are without League affiliation to enjoy 
the blessings that the League offers to young people of 
the Church. 


Page Four 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


The Church Program Cppeals Ts Youth 


“Forward Together Within Our Churc 


tion came when, at the close of his address at the 

banquet, Dr. Stover asked all those to stand who 
would cooperate in the promotional program of the 
Church which was to be inaugurated in the Fall and the 
convention arose as one man. 

Mr. Babson was right when, at the beginning of the 
depression, he said: “The Church will be the last to feel 
it and the last to recover from it.” 

The Church did not feel it acutely in its first years 
but she is feeling it very acutely today, when some mis- 
guided souls are preaching that the depression is over. 
If it is, the Church does not know it, for the apportion- 
ment checks are less today than they were one year 
ago and then they were 45% of what they should have 
been. The apportionment is the barometer of the 
Church’s life and during the past few years the pulse 
beats of that life have been so feeble that at the Colum- 
bus Convention of the United Lutheran Church the 
President suggested a promotion program which the 
Church adopted and the Executive Secretaries of the 
apportionment boards headed by the President were con- 
stituted a committee who have planned the program 
which is to be put into execution during September, 
October and November. 


During these months, the United Lutheran Church 
all over its territory will call into conference meetings, 
the leaders of all of its congregational groups to discuss 
with them the whole program of the whole Church and 
this article is written because it is believed that the 
readers of this magazine are the leaders of the young 
people’s groups in the several congregations, and will, 
of course, be expected to attend the meetings. In fact 
the action quoted at the beginning of this article pledges 
them to attend. 


Or: of the high points of the Springfield Conven- 


The program in all meetings will be the same, based 
on Education, Missions and Merciful works. This must 
ever be the three-fold program of a living Church, that 
is a worshipping, working and sharing Church. This will 
give the congregations a program to be used to develop 
fully the work of the whole Church throughout the year. 


The time will be divided into two periods: (1) the 
presentation of the program; and (2) a group discussion 
which will include such activities as go to the heart of 
every congregational program. The following are sug- 
gested: 

(a) The calendar of special days and seasons. 

(b) The deeper meanings of the every member 

visitation. 

(c) The establishment of the family altar in every 

home. 

(d) The extension of the use of the duplex enve- 

lope, carrying messages. 

(e) The true relation of all auxiliary organizations 

to the congregational: program. 

(f) The right and wrong use of Church literature 

in the congregation. 


ES (By Harry Hodges) 


(g) The interdependent relationship of the congre- 
gation, the Synod, and the United Lutheran 
Church. 

The Group Meetings will be workers’ meetings, not 
mass meetings. To that end special efforts will be made 
to secure the attendance of: 

(a) All Pastors. 

(b) All Church Councilmen. 

(c) All Brotherhood officers and workers. 

(d) All Luther League and Young People’s 

workers. 

(e) All Conference Presidents. 

(f) All Women’s Missionary Society officers and 


workers. 

(g) All Sunday School officers, teachers and 
workers. 

(h) All Synodical Stewardship Secretaries and 
Committees. 


(i) All other Synodical officers. 

(j) All delegates to the Columbus Convention. 

These are the key men and women in our congrega- 
tions who “carry on” through the years and with all of 
them cooperating in the program to be initiated by the 
Group Meetings, the Promotional Plan will prove an 
epoch-making adventure on the part of all. The young 
people will do their share. 


MAGAZINE, A NEW USE 

The easiest thing to collect to supply a need in any 
mission field is magazines. Everyone subscribes to 
magazines; everyone just piles them up until there is 
no more room in the corner. Then it’s time to sell them 
or give them away. For years I have been sending my 
old magazines to Rev. Kenneth Killinger for his folks 
in the mountains. During one of my visits, I asked him: 

“Do the folks read all the magazines we send down 
here?” 

“Why, yes. I have a girl who is in charge of the 
‘circulating magazine service. She keeps the issues 
moving along from house to house until the pages fall 
apart. Whoever has them when they come apart may 
keep the loose pages.” 

“What do they do with the loose pages?” 

“Come along with me. I’ll show you.” 

We drove for miles around the mountains and until 
the Ford couldn’t go any farther. We walked the rest 
of the way up the hill to a three-room house. 

“Good afternoon, friends. Just dropped in to see how 
your home looks since you had it decorated,” greeted 
Rev. Killinger. 

“Come in and see our new wall paper.” 

And sure enough the rooms had all been papered— 
papered with magazine covers and pages from “The 
Lutheran,” “The Luther League Review,” “American 
Magazine,” “Rutgers College Alumni Monthly,” “Saturday 
Evening Post.” You see, they may not read what you 
send them, but they make pretty good use of your gifts. 

ALVIN H. SCHAEDIGER 
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At the time of reading this “monthly epistle’ from 
Headquarters you will be back from a thousand and one 
places and back to school. Of course, that thought alone 
provides you with a “thrill.” And “back to school” means 
“back to League.” Surely I read your minds correctly 
when I say that you are all “thrilled” to be “back in 
League harness.” 

Get going right, and right at the start. Organize 
for the biggest year yet. Outline your activities for the 
year, month by month, week by week. Appoint the most 
capable members on the devotional committee and there- 
by put the stress on Intermediate work where it be- 
longs. Let no phase of the program suffer in the pursuit 
of some local interest or project. You are members of a 
national organization and your first duty is to the pro- 
gram thereof. May your motto be, “First Things First.” 

If one part of the program is hard to conquer or get 
started, put extra push and purpose behind it. The flea 
that’s in the thickest part of a dog’s hair produces the 
greatest amount of “dog activity.” Likewise, the “point” 
in our program that’s “itching” you the most is the point 
demanding the greatest amount of organization and 
strategy to master. 

So, let’s get behind the Sixteen Point Program and 
all it implies with a determined earnestness to become a 


“ranking League,’ with either a red, black, blue or gold 
seal to show for your efforts. Will you do it? 


Pennsylvania Intermediates 

Under the fresh, enthusiastic and capable leadership 
of Rev. Paul F. Obenauf, Inner Mission Worker, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., the Keystone Staters are headed for bigger 
and better things. With a five-year plan to guide him and 
his leaders and Leaguers there’s no telling to what 
heights Intermediate activities and promotion will rise. 
Here, now, we list a few of “Obie’s Objectives:” 

1. Promoting at least once a year, Intermediate 
rallies in sufficiently Intermediate Luther League popu- 


lated centers. 

(That’s the backbone of any State’s successful promotion of 
League activity.— Ed.) 

2. Provide a closer Headquarters-Local League con- 


tact for giving and gaining ideas. 


The Intermediate Department 
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(We need you and you need us. You meed our ideas and we 
nee yours. Both of us must be resourceful and reciprocative.— 


3. Possible development of a definite step-by-step 
training course (correspondence) for initiating new In- 
termediate Superintendents. 


_ (Therein hangs the tale of any successful Intermediate League. 
What ideas have you to “swap’’ with other Superintendents? Let 


eS eta eet ouice be the “‘exchange point’ for such a service. 
—} =) 


4. Be on the watch for all Intermediate-aged or- 
ganized groups to swing and register them as National 
Intermediates. 


(Yes, another fine and timely idea. We know of many such 
unafhliated groups, yea, even. groups bearing the Intermediate 
League names, which work independently of the parent. body.—Ed.) 


5. Lending best possible cooperation in putting 
across all approved Luther League programs for the 
Intermediate Department (Missionary Objectives, Sus- 


Vethbership, Contests, etc.) 


_ (Of such there are many and mentioned in this here letter of 
mine each month, so read, reach out in cooperation and reap the 
rewards.—Ed.) 


The Keystoners’ Convention 


Friday Afternoon; July 23rd, (and rather hot) the 
Intermediates of Pennsylvania did their stuff before the 
44th Annual Convention of their “oldsters.” Rev. Paul 
F, Obenauf (Obie—not Obediah) presided. Miss Alma 
Nolt, Lititz, winner of second place in the Intermediate 
Debate at Springfield, gave her debate; Rev. R. J. Wolf 
(whoever he is) presented sixty-two Leagues with cer- 
tificates or seals and year ribbons for successfully meet- 
ing ten or more points of the Sixteen Point Program 
for 1936; whereupon said same gentleman addressed the 
convention. Following this Presentation Hour the 


rai, 


yareea) 


*teeners and all interested persons congregated to still 
hotter places upstairs to listen to a “hobby demonstration 
address” by “Uncle Bim” (the “whoever he is” fellow.) 


Awards on Sixteen Point Program 

Since last reporting on “winning Leagues” on our 
year-in-and-year-out chart of activities many State 
Leagues have returned their blanks to Headquarters for 
rating purposes, and many are they who beat all pre- 
vious records, while few are they who lagged a little. 
All in all, however, more and more Leagues are master- 
ing the “intricacies” of our annual program an propor- 
tion to their effort to understand and promote it. It is 
too early to give a complete report on awards io all 
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States, as were hoping 
others still will be heard 
from, nevertheless we 
do anticipate a “bumper 
crop of cooperating 
Leagues.” 


Winners of the Interme- 
diate Debate at Springfield: 
Miss Alma H. Nolt, Lititz, 
Pa., for Pennsylvania, second 
place; and Miss Phyllis Swo- 
yer, Columbus, Ohio, for 
Ohio, first place. 


‘ 


That you may read ‘“‘who’s who” in the “Wolf's 
Book of Records,” we place the yet unannounced awarded 
Leagues below. Note especially the two gold ranking 
Leagues—the Orphans’ Home Intermediate league, 
Zelienople, Pa., and the Zion Intermediate League, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. These two Leagues should challenge all of 
the others to greater “vim, vigor and vitality” in prose- 
cution of the Sixteen Point Program. 
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The North-Westerners Speak 

Miss Anna Pasjack, born of the western Rockies, 
is whitening the harvest for Intermediate things out in 
the Pacific Northwest. Listen to her speak as she writes 
under the shadow of the ever snow-capped peak of 
majestic Mt. Ranier: “Our Second Annual Convention 
has slipped into history, and what a grand success it 
was! We set up quite a holler for two-year-olds! A 
registered delegation of over sixty. Eighty hungry ’teen- 
agers sat down to a well-prepared banquet, and it was 
not lacking in pep, you may be sure, but the pleasing 
thing was that after all the fun and hilarity you could 
hear a pin drop when the speaker of the evennge ad- 
dressed them on “Learning to Love Jesus—Through the 
Home.” They were ready for the spiritual food and just 
as eager for it all through the Convention.” 


Although the Pacific Northwest Intermediates held 
a debate contest and declared Otto Bremer the wianer, 
we are sorry not to have Otto come along with his 
father and brother and sister to the Springfield Conven- 
tion. Maybe the results would have been different— 
maybe not. 


Miss Pasjack accompanied her letter and program 
with a picture of the convention, but we’re sorry that it 
is too small to reproduce herein. 


The Convention Program about which Miss Pasjack 
speaks above, is before me and contains an excellent 
series of related theme subjects, which I’m passing on 
to all who may want to use them at District or State 
Conventions or Rallies. The theme for the convention 
was “Learning to Love Jesus,” and the sub-titles thereto 
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were; 


“Through the Bible,’ Through the Church,” 
“Through the League,” and “Through the Home.” 


A “Swap” Idea from Shillington, Pa. 

Mrs. Irene L. Artz is the inspiring leader of an In- 
termediate League that has enjoyed an unbroken history 
of organization and Sixteen Point Program awards for 
seven years. This League’s latest “stunt” was, oh, well, 
let Mrs. Artz tell it to you in her own words, namely: 
“Perhaps you would liké to know about our brother and 
sister supper. We arranged the table in a ‘U’ shape. 
When we were ready to serve, the Intermediate selected 
as hostess arranged all Intermediates and Juniors in 
pairs. Each Intermediate taking his or her Junior brother 
into dinner. It really was an inspiration to see the In- 
termediate boys especially seeing to the wants of their 
little brother or sister. After the dinner we had a few 
games and then the Intermediates escorted their little 
brother or sister home. We really feel this plan has 
bridged a gap between these two Leagues and it is m» 
hope we can do something similar between Intermediates 
and Seniors.” 

Inasmuch as it is “sizzling” hot, even up on top of 
the Muhlenberg Building, I feel that the hour has 
struck on this the 5th day of August, for me to strike and 
quit. So long until next month, 


Affectionately, 


K OK OK OK OK 


Status of Junior Work 
We are giving you the latest information concerning 
Junior work in order that you may keep advised. This is 


written August 4. 


At the Convention of the United Lutheran Church, held in 
Columbus, one organization for the children was authorized and a 
Committee of Five created to plan same. This Committee recom- 
mended that the work be directed by the Parish and Church School 
Board. The Executive Board of the Church, however, voted that 
the work be given to the Women’s Missionary Society. 3 

At a meeting a few days before the Springfield Convention the 
Executive Board rescinded this action, and referred the matter back 
again to the Committee of Five for reconsideration. ’ 

Therefore, the matter is just where it started, and until some 
definite plan is duly approved, we are to go right on with our work 
and develop our program just as we have been doing. 


The Doll Show and Toy Shower, Part of the Collection 
for the Christmas Party at the Oesterlen Home 


The Vunicr Department 


Echoes from Springfield 
There were so many things which we could not 
report last month because of lack of space, and so we are 
“continuing” in this issue, 


The Doll Show 
We are still hearing about the Doll Show and the 


fine time we had at the Christmas Party. 


The two largest dolls are now in the Play Room at the Home 
and the rest are being cared for by their new little mothers. And 
the toys are being enjoyed by the boys. 

And “Miss Junior Luther League of America—1937,”’ which 
came from the Junior League at Holy Trinity, Flint, Michigan, is on 
her way to several State Conventions. 


My Opportunity 
taken from booklets distributed at the State Junior 


Secretary’s Dinner: 


My Opportunity! Dear Lord, I do not ask 

That Thou shouldst give me some high work of Thine, 
Some noble calling, or some wondrous task— 

Give me a little hand to hold in mine. 


I do not ask that I should ever stand 
Among the worthy or the great, 

I only ask that softly, hand in hand 
A child and I shall enter at thy gate. 


Give me a little child to point the way 

Over the strange sweet path that leads to Thee, 
Give me a little voice to teach to pray, 

Give me two shining eyes thy face to see. 


I do not need to ask for more than this— 
My Opportunity! ’Tis knocking at my door. 
What sorrow if this blessing I should miss— 
A little child! Why should I ask for more? 
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The Prize Reading Course Essay 
written by Weldon Baur, President of the Junior League 
of First, Galveston, Texas, was read at the Junior Rally 
by Richard Keet, of Harrisburg, Pa.: 


In this essay we have tried to show how we used our Junior 
League Reading Course and what we have learned from the books. 
As President of the Junior League of the First Lutheran Church of 
Galveston, ‘I'exas, I presented the topic each time that a book was 
used in our meetings, the other Juniors taking the parts in the pro- 
gram. We also include our Bibles in our Reading Course, so there 
is a place for the “Book of Books.” ; 

ne of the nicest things about being a Junior Leaguer is the 
Reading Course. During our eight years we have built up a nice 
library from these Reading Course books and a few others sent in by 
kind friends. They are building us a special book case this summer 
to house our books, about forty in number. Some people just don’t 
know how good the Church is to boys and girls. If they did, they 
wouldn’t miss a single meeting of the Junior League. ; 

We Galveston Juniors have been first to buy the Reading Course 
each year. Those of us who are waiting for our certificates are 
pots looking forward to hear the names of our new books for 

-1938. 

The first book, “Courageous Adventures,’ by Laura Hulda Wild, 
is a book of Old Testament stories for boys and girls and one of 
the first books we used. Some read the book in July, but we did not 
use it in the League until August when the book was used to in- 
troduce the September topics, hero stories. 

Boys and girls are born hero-worshippers, so I am sure this book 
was chosen to help us follow in the footsteps of God’s heroes. We 
like to read the stories in our school books that tell us about the ad- 
ventures of men and women on land and sea and air; but some of 
us forget that our Bibles can tell us stories sometimes more wonder- 
ful than these—real stories of “‘courageous adventures.” 

Here is our program showing how we used this book: 

Hymn; “Faith of Our Fathers” 

Story of Frederick Faber, the writer of the hymn. 

Scripture Reading: Ephesians 6:13-17, The Christian Soldier’s 


Armor ; 

Salute to the Christian Flag 

Juniors introduce the stories from “Courageous Adventures’”— 
Abraham’s Adventures; God Calls Moses; David, the Hero; 
Jeremiah, the Patriot; Jonah’s Adventure. 

What these stories mean to Juniors: “‘Men have made adven- 
tures, but the greatest adventure is the one that leads to finer and 
stronger character; God gives us spiritual ears to hear and spiritual 
eyes to see;” ‘‘We are not discovering new laws. We are discover- 
ing new ways of applying them.’’ God’s definition of a patriot is 
“one who cares for justice and good will among people, and who 
unselfishly seeks the best good of his country, whatever it costs.” 
“God loves all people for He is the Father of all.’”’ And that is the 
way God wants us to treat our enemies. 

Sentence prayers—for faith like Abraham’s. For trust like that 
of Moses. That we may love all people. That we may be “courageous 
adventurers.” 

The second book we used was “Junior Stewards of the Bible,” 
by Helen Kingsbury Wallace. 

One of our November topics was ‘‘All That We Have Is Thine 
Alone,” so we thought this a good place to use this book, since 
our Topic means that God owns everything, but He shares it with 
us and a steward is one who is trusted with something. 

We opened our meetings with a song that had in it the words of 
our Topic: “We Give Thee But Thine Own.” We read together 
Psalm 95 and prayed a prayer of thanksgiving. Our leader told us the 
Creation Story as given in the Luther League Review to show us 
that God created stewards when He created the earth. 

Helen Kingsbury Wallace takes a group of boys and girls out of 
the long ago and makes them speak to us today. We Juniors told the 
stories of “The Girl Who Used Her Hands,” “The Boy Who Used 
His Mind,’ “A Boy Who Used His Feet,” “A Girl Who Used Her 
Life.” Then another Junior showed us how we can use our lives. 

Some of the things we learned from this book are: A steward is 
one who has been trusted with something. Stewardship is partner- 
ship with God. Everything belongs to God, but He shares it with 
us. God gave us talents. A talent is what you can do best. Luther 
League trains for stewardship. We can spend our lives or we can 
use them for Him. Leagued together we can do much more for Him. 

Our missionary program, based on our next book, “We Sing 
America,”’ a study of the Negro in America, by Marion Cuthbert, 
was as follows: 

ppening Song: “Assembled in Our School Once More” 

rayer 
Song: “America” 
Discussion: ‘‘What is America and Who Are Americans?” 
Negro Americans: (1) Negro explorers; (2) Negroes in Ameri- 
can history; (3) Negro progress since the Civil War; (4) 
Negro education—in Galveston; (5) Do we owe anything to 
the Negro? Negro music—‘Green Pastures”—Richard B, 
Harrison; (6) Does the Lutheran Church serve the Negro? 
Negro Churches in Galveston, 

Story: ‘“‘The Family God Made For Himself”’—Margaret Apple- 
garth, . Missionary Stories For Little Folks. ‘How The 
Artist Forgot Four Colors’’—Applegarth 

Poem: “God, Our Friend’’ 5 

Offering and Hymn: ‘Little Givers Come and Bring” 

Lord’s Prayer 

econ <orhagl “Come Praise Your Lord and Saviour” 

amp Fites on the Congo’’ was written for Juniors in America, 
by Mrs. John Springer. Dr. and Mrs. Springer lived in Africa athicty: 
six years. We used this book in one of our missionary meetings, 
The book opens with a call to gather around a camp fire at Kambove, 
Africa, on the shortest day of the year, June 21. Kambove is south 
of the equator, so June is their winter month. Therefore, we, too, 
gathered around a sand table representing Africa and her children, 
Our opening song was the same they sang as they gat down by the 


fire: “Holy, holy, holy . . 
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. O Lord, most cage re was followed 
by the other song they sang, “Jesus loves me this now. 

a We took che parts of the boys who told why they had come to 
the school and how they got there: Jacob, Jim, Songora, and Chaka. 
Our leader, Miss Oppe, told us how much we owed to Africa, calling 
our attention to rubber, diamonds and minerals. We did not know 
that chromium, that metal which makes things so shiny bright, came 
from South Africa. The book closes with the ‘“Doxology.” We 
also thought that a nice way to close our meeting. 


We are wondering how many of the Junior Leagues 
use the Reading Course books in this way? 


Luther’s Coat of Arms 
was presented at the Junior Rally by Donald Ross of 
Westwood Junior League, Dayton, Ohio: 


In olden times it was always the habit of royalty and all great 
families to have a crest or family coat of arms which appeared on all 
their belongings. When Luther founded that part of the great 
Church which is called Lutheran, he felt that the family of Christ 
should also have some insignia worthy of its calling, something that 
portrayed its purposes and aims. 

He, therefore, set about to secure such a coat of arms, and today 
we have it in our Luther League emblem. Each part and each color 
has its own story. 

The center of the emblem 
is the Black Cross. Black 
is the color of sin and sorrow. 
Of it Luther said: ‘There 
should be a black cross im 
the naturally red heart. The 
cross indeed causes pain and 
mortification, yet it does not 
kill, but rathe promotes the 
energy of the heart.” 

The cross in the center 
of our emblem reminds us 
that God sent His only be- 
gotten Son and that Jesus 
became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the Cross. 

Next comes the Red 
Heart. The cross “should 
stand in the red heart, for 
from the heart we must be- 
lieve, and form the heart 
comes the issues of life.” 

Jesus said that the heart 
is purified when it contains 
the cross. “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall 
see God.” 

Next comes the White 
Rose. The heart in our em- 
blem “should stand on a 
white rose, to show that faith 
imparts joy, comfort and 
peace, and it should be white, 
because that is the color of 
the angels and the joy not of 
this world.” 

The rose is a symbol of 
Jesus Himself. He is called 
“The Rose of Sharon” and 
coming “‘the desert shall blossom 


The Puerto Rican Banner 
Accepted for Springfield Juniors 
by June- Marsh 


Isaiah prophesied that at His 


as a rose.” 
. In turn we have the Blue Field. The rose “should be placed 
in a sky-blue field, as this joy is already the beginning of the 
heavenly and is shown in the hope of heaven.” 

The ray of blue is the symbol of heaven. The Psalmist said, 
“The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth 
His handiwork,” 


Last, we have the Gold Ring. The blue field “should be encircled 
by a golden ring, because heavenly salvation endures forever, and is 
valuable above all other possessions.” 

The golden ring is the emblem of eternity. 
Heavenly Jerusalem. 


Thus we have the Luther League emblem, Luther's Coat of 
Arms, composed of the five parts: the Black Cross, the Red Heart, 
the White Rose, the Blue field, and the Gold Circle—all bound_to- 
gether with the deep spiritual meaning of love and service to God. 
Let us serve the Lord, and follow the meaning of the emblem which 
we have studied. 


The Fortieth Birthday Party 
At the Junior Luncheon which celebrated the fortieth 
anniversary of the organization of the first Junior Luther 
League, Miss Madlyn Hill, of Bellevue, spoke these 
words concerning Grace, N.S., Pittsburgh, Pa., Junior 
League: 


“As far as many of us are concerned we have known about 
Junior Luther League all our lives, but just as there is a first to 
everything else, so there was a first to Junior League; and we are 
happy, to have with us today the man who was responsible for the 
organization of the first Junior Luther League, Mr. Charles W. 
Fuhr, known to us as “Uncle Charlie.” It was on a Friday Evening 
October 22, 1897, in the little frame Grace Church in the Spring 
Garden section of Pittsburgh that the frst meeting was called with 
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a response of thirteen girls. At the second meeting th n 

was twenty-four girls and one boy. chee a ia 
r. Fuhr was the first Superintendent and served in that capacity 

for a good many years. At that time they did not have the well- 

equipped Junior Department of the Luther League Review to which 

to go for material, so it was up to Mr. Fuhr to make ‘up his own 

programs. d ; : 

At times since its organization the membership of this League 
has gone well over the hundred mark, and when we stop to consider 
that Grace Church is not very large, we can appreciate the influence 
of this organization. 

In October of this year the Juniors of Grace will observe the 
Fortieth Anniversary of their organization and one thing that we must 
not lose sight of is the fact that this League has been an active one 
continuously throughout these forty years. 

About eleven years ago a need was felt for more leaders in the 
Junior field, among the Churches that go to make up Branch Number 
Five of the Pittsburgh District League. Mr. Fuhr, assisted by Miss 

mma Gusky (now Mrs. John George Kurzenknabe) organized the 
Junior Training Class for Leadership to help meet this need. This 
Class was made up of boys and girls of around tweive years of age, 
and Juniors from Grace and other Churches enrolled. After a four 
year course under the direction of M:. Fuhr, a Graduation Service 
was held. So far, two Classes have graduated, to form-an Alumni 
Class and the ‘third Class will graduate next June. 

From this Training Class and from the Grace Junior League, 
these young people have gone into the Church-at-large as Junior 
Superintendents, Intermediate workers, into the Brotherhood—ful- 
filling the mission of being of service in their Church. 


The Junior Luncheon at the Field Hcuse 
where we held our Fortieth Birthday Party 


God’s Garden of Flowers 
At the presentation of the Junior Department before 
the convention on Thursday Afternoon, the Springfield 
Juniors, in costumes of crepe paper, representing flowers, 
presented an exercise showing the program of the Junior 
League. 


Little Miss Martha Allbeck was the reader and she 
said, in part: 

“God has a garden here on earth. It is the children of our 
Churches and a lovelier garden, full of blossoms, our Juniors, does 
not grow anywhere.” : 

The garden needs the Sunshine and the Rain to make the crop 
grow. The Church and the Luther League of America are needed to 
help our Junior Department—they help with the finances—to make the 
garden grow. ‘ : 

The Rosebuds in our garden are the Little Leaguers, the little 
folks under six—175 groups, with 1,000 members, the sweetest, 
tiniest flowers in our garden—pink, white, yellow, and red. f 

(Note: As each flower was called Juniors in an appropriate 
colored costume came and took their place until at the close the 
whole chancel was filled with the flower faces of the little children.) 

Our Juniors are many—1066 groups, with 25,000 members. They 
come from all parts of our country. Let us see some of the flowers 
in our garden. 

We have the California Orange Blossoms—3 Leagues, 65 mem- 

TS. eqs 
e Tiere are the Columbia District Juniors—the Lilies—4 Leagues, 
93 members. : ‘ 

The Connecticut Juniors—Laurel—2 Leagues, 50 members. 

The Georgia-Alabama Juniors—our Peach Blossoms—5S Leagues, 
67 members. : 

eee German Nebraska Synod Juniors—the Hollyhocks—1 League 

embers. 

. Our Illinois Yellow Violets—13 Leagues, 199 members, 

The Indiana Carnations—16 Leagues, 265 members. 

Our Iowa Wild Rose—1 League, 13 members. 

The Kansas Sunflowers—4 Leagues; 72 members. 

Our Kentucky Blue sake Juniors—the Kentucky-Tennessee 

niors—7 Leagues, 109 members. 
Ju The Mserioad Black-Eyed Susans—30 Leagues, 592 members. 

The Michigan Apple Blossoms—13 Leagues, 212 members. 

The Minnesota Moccasin Flowers—t1 Leagues, 234 members. 

Our Mississippi Magnolia Blossoms—2 Leagues, 36 members. 

The Nebraska Lilies of the Valley—10 Leagues, 201 members. 

Our New Jersey White, Violets—29 Leagues, 479 members. 

Our New York Roses—43 Leagues, 638 members. 
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PRAYER 4: 
BABLE READY 


; “God’s Garden of Flowers” 
as given by the Juniors at Springfield Convention 


The North Carolina Daisies—3 Leagues, 67 members. 

Our Ohio Scarlet Carnations—58 Leagues, 1,298 members. 

Our Pacific Northwest Petunias—5 Leagues, 103 members. 

Our Pennsylvania Goldenrod—237 Leagues, 7,141 members. 

The Rocky Mountain Synod Columbines—3 Leagues, 38 members 

South Carolina Yellow Jasmines—4 Leagues, 92 members. 

Our Texas Blue Bonnets—10 Leagues, 170 members. 

The Virginia Dogwood—24 Leagues, 517 members. 

West Virginia Rhododendrons—8 Leagues, 139 members. 

The Wisconsin Blue Violets—2 Leagues, 46 members. 

We also have some young trees in our garden—Our Canada 
Maple Leaves—16 Leagues, 248 members. 

And our Palm Trees—Puerto Rico—13 Leagues, 291 members; 
South America—2 Leagues, 145 members; and India, 229 Leagues, 
6,179 members. 

We have tools for use in our garden. The seeds sown must be 
watered well. In our Junior Program there is a large place for 
Prayer. Also for Daily Bible Reading. The lessons taught are 
planted firmly when to them is added Prayer and Bible reading. 

Likewise the soil must be carefully prepared if the seeds are to 
grow. In our Junior Department the ground is raked and hoed and 
kept in good condition so the work grows, by our Twelve Point 
Program which guides our work and sets our goals for us each 
year. 

No garden will grow or have flowers unless there are seeds. 
We have materials—we use the Bible, have prayers, hymns, and we 
have the Junior Topics and our Topics Booklets. This is the seed. 

The garden will be lovelier, too, if the ground is constantly turned 
over and enriched, and this we do through our Reading Course. New 
materials and stories, new lessons are given to the Junior Department 
through the use of good bocks each year. 

The Gardeners are those who are giving of their time and 
talents to help in the work of the Junior Department. We have 32 
State Junior Secretaries and 1,066 local Superintendents, and to their 
loyalty, their efforts, their prayers, the beautiful Garden is due. 

There are other flowers in our garden, too, tiny shining faces, the 
Pansies of our garden, brown and red and yellow and black—all 
lifted to God’s sunshine—the children of Africa, India, China, Japan, 
and South America. We must help them, 

We must work with these children while they are young. The 
time is so short, they soon grow up. They are like Morning Glories, 
blooming for a short time only. 

The Seniors must heed the call, more Gardeners are needed. 

The crop is left to the Great Gardener who alone can give the 
increase. We can work. He will give the results. Who knows what 
the harvest will be? We are pointing the way to Life Eternal; we 
are guiding these little ones into the way of Christian living; we 
are growing Christian character; we are saving immortal souls. He 
will gather these flowers to Himself. Will you share in the task? 
Will you help in God’s Garden of Flowers?” 


“The Juniors in Training” 
was the paper read at the same presentation by Master 
Richard Weidle, of Westwood, Dayton, Junior League: 


“We have come today to show you a few things which we learn 
and do in Junior Luther League. We believe you do not know 
what a big program we have, nor of the work we are doing. Let 
us tell you today. 

First of all, Worship is part of our training. We learn through 
Scripture, hymns, story, picture, prayer, how to get closer to God, 

Our first thought is the Little Leaguers. These are our little 
brothers and sisters. They have programs, learn hymns, have Bible 
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and missionary stories and do all sorts of interesting things. They 
are the little folks from three to eight years. Ae : * 
he Junior League meets every week and for their study use the 
ante eee foundé in the Luther League Review and the Junior 
opics Booklets. These teach us the things of the Church. a 

For 1937 the Topics have as their general subject, “Guiding 
Juniors in Daily Christian Living.” They begin a four-year series 
and deal with the Juniors’ everyday experiences. We learn of all 
our activities at Church, home, school, play, in_ the neighborhood, 
in the realrn of citizenship, friendship, social relations, in connection 
with vocations, health, beauty. art. We are learning how we can 
meet all of our experiences religiously and how we can put God at 
the foundation of our whole life. . ; 

We have a Twelve Point Program to guide us in our years 
work, I wonder how many of our Senior Leagues always reach all 
these points. At the end of the year we are Gold Star Leagues if 
we have attained all twelve points. 

In Junior League we are trained to read the best books. Each 
year we have a Reading Course, which is circulated. All who read 
the books receive a certificate at the close of the year. The new 
course for 1938 will be most interesting. 

We are also trained in World Friendship. This year we have 
helped China. Our particular work is to help with the kindergarten 
in the building which the Luther League is providing. We studied 
“Ling Yang.” 

We also studied Africa because the whole Church was studying 
that country this past year. We studied “(Camp Fires in the Congo” 
and “In The African Bush.” 


Two Juniors of St. Luke’s, Springfield, with the Juniors’ 
China Banner on Missionary Night 


i The basis of all our work and study is the Bible. In Junior 
‘League we add to what we are learning in the Church School. We 
have Bible stories, learn Bible lessons, memorize Bible verses, learn 
how we got our Bible, how to use it, and many helpful lessons for our 
‘everyday life. 


The Church is also in our plan of study. We learn the history 
of our Church, and all her work. We make posters on the work of 
each Board. 


Missions is a large part of our training. We have Mission Study 
Classes. In addition the last program of each month is the Light 
Brigade program, and we are learning about all our mission stations 
in a trip, “All Aboard For Everywhere.”’ 


The study of Luther and his work is another important part of 
our work. We learn the story of Luther—we generally study ‘Martin 
of Mansfeld,’”’ a splendid study of the life of Luther. 


We do not forget the story of the Luther League itself. 
do we study the League? We learn of Education, Missions and Life 
Service, as part of the League program. We study the Luther 
League motto, the aims of the League, the emblem and its meaning, 
and how we can help the work. 


We observe all the festivals with special programs. Christmas 
and Easter programs are given and Reformation, Mother’s Day, 
Thanksgiving, patriotic days and other festivals are properly observed. 


How do we conduct our work? Many methods are used to help 
us in learning the truths of the Gospel. These are just a few: Story, 
Picture, Hymn Study, Blackboard, Sand Table, Object and Curio 
Lessons, Memory Work, Drama. 


More important than just what we study is what we do to 


help the various causes about which we have learned—Service. The 
Junior League is certainly ‘doing something about it,” for there 


How 
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is no form ot work in our United Lutheran Church in America in 
which our Juniors are not helping. - 

In conclusion let me tell you what is most needed to carry on 
the work. It is spelled this way: L-E-A-D-E-R-S And just another 
way to spell it is Y-O-U. Will you help? 


The Junior Secretary’s Remarks 


The Junior Secretary in her presentation closing the 
Junior program on Thursday Afternoon, said, in part: 


“Our greatest opportunity is to work with the children of our 
Church. Someone has said: “Give me a child until he is seven years 
old and I care not what you do with him after that. 


The Christian education of the children is still an incompleted 
task. In one county alone with 32,000 children between one and 
six years of age, 12,000 are in Sunday School, 21,000 oustide; of 
50,000 six to ten years, 22,000 are in and 28,000 out of Sunday 
School; of 17,000 ten to seventeen years old 6,000 are in and 11,000 
are out; of 33,000 seventeen to twenty-four years old 6,000 are in 
and 27,000 are out, and of 147,000 adults 24,000 are in and 123,000 
ere cut. 

And in the nation it is estimated that there are four million 
children without any religious influence whatsoever. 


The Church has a task, and it is not alone the Sunday School’s. 
We must get a larger vision of the whole problem, and see the whole 
range of Christian education, and then discover what part the Luther 
League has in it. 


The Lutheran Church is peculiarly fortunate in having the plans 
of instruction which it has for its children. 


We have not only the Church, but added to this the Week-Day 
Church School and the Vacation Church School. 


More, we have the distinctive plan of catechetical instruction 
which teaches the children the doctrines and principles of our 
Lutheran beliefs. 


All of these are primarily for study. 
is taught the Word of God. 


Then came organizations. They arose principally because of the 
need for participation on the part of the child and a desire to do 
something. And each organization has its own particular sphere of 
work. 


The Junior Church arose. Its primary purpose is worship, and 
here the child is trained in the elements of worship and taught his 
relationship with His Heavenly Father. 


The Light Brigade was organized. Its peculiar sphere is the 
teaching and practicing of missions, and with its special causes, its 
text books and courses of study, a missionary program second to 
none has been evolved. 


Came the Junior Luther League. The leaders of forty years ago, 
at the organization of the Luther gue, soon discovered that the 
children must be trained if the work was to continue and leaders 
were to be developed. Its distinct purpose is training for leadership, 
and for forty years the workers have been developing leaders for all 
forms of the Church’s work. 


._The Junior League is first of all, study. In the Topics the 
Juniors are taught the things of the Bible, the Church, and the 
League. But they are “doing” topics as well, the children are taking 
part, doing something about the causes presented. Our scheme of 
Topic study is our first contribution to a general scheme of religious 
education. 


_ ,Our new series of Topics, “Guiding Juniors in Daily Christian 
Living,’ aims to train the children for Christian living and develop 
Christian character. Every part of the child's life is touched from 
the Christian angle; he is aided in putting Christ into every part 
of his daily life. This vital system of Christian living is our second 
contribution. 


Next, we have a Reading Course. The Juniors are at the reading 
age, and they are trained to read the right sort of books. Year by 
year, we have gradually been instilling character and aiding Christian 
growth by the promotion of a Reading Course, in which the books 
are circulated, essays written and posters made and meetings held 
on the problems of the books. This directing the trend of reading 
is the third contribution. 


Missions is a part of our program. The last program of each 
month is the Light Brigade Program and missian study classes, and 
missionary programs and offering are regularly carried on. The 
establishing of world friendship in the hearts and minds of the 
children is our fourth contribution. 


_ Service is the major note in our program. The Juniors conduct 
their own meetings, they assist the other organizations of the 
Church, and they are enlisted in helping all the works of our Church. 
Inner, Home and Foreign Missions, in some way. : 


Why tell you these things? Because we need Senior le 
hy 3 nes es aders 
who will take the children and direct them in this program. Begin 
in a small way and using the Topics and Twelve Point Program, 


gradually help the children to b i iza- 
Seige a pws c ecome leaders in the adult organiza 


_A topic scheme, teaching the children the things 
a vital program of Christian living, the aiding a bible eee 
some reading, a missionary vision, and leadership and service—these 
are our contributions to and the things which must be—a part of 
any scheme of religious education which we may plan for the children 


of cur Church, 
5 as 
[feenday A Fahl: ovsss/ 


In these agencies the child 
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The Monthly 


Financial Reports 


Read the Financial Status of your State or 
Synodical League. Your Luther League of 
America depends on full subscribed quotas to 
balance the budget. 


DUES REPORT 
September 9, 1937 


Senior Intermediate 
Billed Paid Billed Paid 
12—Northern California $28.75 $28.75 $2.50 $2.50 
Southern California ..... 86.0U 43.00 4.00 2.00 
. Columbia District ...... 38.50 9.63 
9—Connecticut ......... 48.50 48.50 14.00 14.00 
a LOI AT Woo wic.viwitinie wisiete 22.50 22.50 3.80 3.80 
Georgia-Alabama ........ 79.50 39.75 14.80 7.40 
HIFERS  Sbo00eer sosodode 231.25 80.25 35.00 15.70 
11—Indiana ............ 77.50 77.50 9.50 9.50 
4—Iowa ........ 76.25 76.25 12.00 12.00 
ISATEE en SSISe SOMOE 116.25 63.13 6.50 3.25 
Kentucky-Tennessee 48.00 36.00 3.00 2.25 
7—Maryland ........... 297.00 297.00 54.30 54.30 
DVECHICA TEM. wees a5 ne ae nie 34.50 34.50 6.20 6.00 
MUP VVeS tees, atecreieho che .one ohne, ine 65.50 32075 
BEI MESOtal Sa ass. wisieie ere © 70.40 35.10 12.50 6.25 
IMEISSISS ID Dic rast Sistem erevas os 12.50 6.25 
BVeDrASI S e.istiua wciccee e wie 126.00 92.70 16.70 
5—New Jersey ........ 128.50 128.50 36.20 36.20 
ievitbe VO lees Fa..5 /s. 0jc:sieiereiels oie 485.00 117:72 126.50 48.65 
6—North Carolina ...... 558.50 558.50 67.40 67.40 
MD Tadeo, cietetctecouaihs. «0:0 tenses oie 325.00 163.54 20.00 10.02 
1—Pacific Northwest .... 29.00 29.00 6.20 6.20 
Pennsylvania) 2. <se secs 2,356.50 1,767.41 238.50 238.50 
10—Rocky Mountain .... 20.00 20.0 
South Carolina he coteeaae 423.75 317.56 52.50 44.10 
FRE 0Sg sore, coc e-cie cimiaysiw stereiee 55.00 27.50 7.50 3.76 
WH Tal SNS Oe eeS oe 371.00 185.52 19.30 9.66 
3—West Virginia ...... 81.00 81.00 2.00 2.00 
8—Wisconsin ....-...... 51.25 51-25 11,20 11.20 
$6,343.40 $4,471.06 $782.10 $616.64 
. 
MEDICAL CENTER PROJECT 
September 10, 1937 
Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
Northern California ...... $50.06 
Southern California 148.06 
Columbia District .. 67.00 
Connecticut .... 84.00 
MP IOT IGA. “Sierete coe .evors, 39.00 
Georgia-Alabama 137.00 
BITIOIS | 5 revere seis ec ie:0 398.00 
dina’ Sees certs cae 134.00 
WOW Smtr stn terse cee. 132.00 
PASAS Mesto llc isiels wives olo¥e o'ep 200.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee ...... 83.00 
Mar ylanidy |. civic « cvivic's elec. 511.00 
WANCHITAN sc eee es co eces 60.00 
Mid-West 9 5 5.522 sce ciccce 113.00 
ISACSOEA bc is cack sv clccs's 120.00 
MASSISSIPDI. sjeesccercscess 22.00 
Wie Dasher, rete egies nineties 6 217.00 
ENE WIT EESEY. ante, care) .of oiatfo lazer 221.00 $10.00 
eng N Orit clan viats outereis weve 835.00 20.00 
Worth Carolina ........+. 961.00 
OLR SEE Rea A COO 559.00 
Pacific Northwest ........ 50.00 
Pennsylvattia assis wie oes 4,053.00 
Rocky Mountain ......... 35.00 
South Caroling ..,¢0+c00e 729.00 
Ber aS) fa alele disle, efate\4imslw ole: «,2te 95.00 
VAL SUM A asia tanec aieleleias 639.00 
West Virginia ...-+++.++- 140.00 
Le tae ee ae espe 89.00 
ering—Junior y, 
Springfield .....-.+-+-- $8.00 
Offering—Inter. Rally, 14.00 
Springfield ....+-.+++-- $14. 


$10,921.00 $30.00 $14.00 $8.00 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND REPORT 
January 1st to August 31st, 1937 


Alumni 
: Gift 

League Quota Paid Sust. Cont. Mem’! 
4—Nor. California . $20.00 $20.00 $20.00 
Southern California 55.00 45.00 30.00 $15.00 
Columbia District . 25.00 18.00 15.00 3.00 
Connecticut ...... 35.00 5.00 5.00 
2—Florida ...<.... 15.00 21.00 15.00 1.00 $5.00 
Georgia-Alabama 55.00 52.00 35.00 7.00 10.00 
Tikinois aero orks 150.00 32.00 5.00 12.00 15.00 
Undianay wetedeman se 50.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
TOWawaa reste te ae 50.00 21.00 15.00 6.00 
Ransas oon ese. amis 40.00 11.00 6.00 5.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 35.00 15.00 15.00 
3—Maryland 190.00 243.00 190.00 43.00 10.00 
5—Michigan ‘i 26.00 20.00 6.00 
Mid-West 45, 
Minnesota , 18.00 5.00 13.00 
Mississippi .. i 
Nebraska - 43.00 40.00 3.00 
New Jersey f 79.00 40.00 34.00 5.00 
New York : 194.00 130.00 54.00 10.00 
North Carolina 360.00 115.00 70.00 15.00 30.00 
Ohio W. Siweswiewieires 210.00 121.00 105.00 6.00 10.00 
1—Pacific Northwest 20.00 25.00 20.00 5.00 
Pennsylvania ..... 1,510.00 1,130.00 645.00 128.00 357.00 
Rocky Mountain .. 15.00 
South Carolina .... 275.00 256.00 130.00 26.00 100.00 
"REXAGE cortices sites 40.00 36.00 20.00 11.00 5.00 
Virginia anceace. 240.00 112.00 75.00 22.00 15.00 
West Virginia 55.00 20.00 20.00 
Wiisconsin® feces ccs 35.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Canada eoct eis wens 12.00 5.00 7.00 


$2,685.00 $1,680.00 $423.00 $582.00 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
July-August, 1937 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, tetal 1 
Luther League of Northern California 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 20 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT, tatal 6 
CONNECTICUT, total 1 
Immanuel Intermediate Luther League, Meriden 
FLORIDA, total 5 
GEORGIA. ALABAMA, total 14 
Miss Mildred Gartelmann 
hapa be: total 16 
Rev B. Epting 
INDIANA, tetal 8 
IOWA, total 9 
KANSAS, tatal 5 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE, total 3 
MARYLAND, total 65 
Mrs. Charles E. Empie 
MICHIGAN, total 9 
William Pagele 
Ralph Weckler 
MID-WEST 
MINNESOTA, total 14 
Rev. F. H. Clutz 
NEBRASKA, tetal 11 
NEW JERSEY, total 38 
Newark District of New Jersey Luther League 
NEW YORK, testal 70 
Miss Jennie A. Meyer 
Ernest Schwabe 
NORTH CAROLINA, total 35 
Miss Sarah Roof : 
W. A. Goodwin, by St. Mark’s Senior Luther League, Charlotte 
Miss Reba Winecoft 
. C. Murdock, 
iss Kathleen Troutman 
Miss Clem Sellers 
Benny Waller 
St. Mark’s Luther League, Mooresville 
Dr. P. E. Monroe , 
Andrew Grigr Trull, Memorialized by St. Andrew’s Luther 
League, Concord 
OHIO, total 28 
St. Luke’s Luther League, Springfield 
PENNSYLVANIA, total 313 
Mrs.,L. Bitting 
Robert Wildermuth 
Miss Irene N. Heim ¢ } 
St. Luke’s Luther League, Roaring Springs 
Fourth Luther League, Altoona 
George K. Keet, Jr., Harrisburg 
Vance Stouffer, New Cumberland 
Lloyd Underkoffler, Tower City 
Franklin L. Brobst 
Miss Lorraine Hoenich 
Miss Martha Gessner 
Miss Martha Pearson 
Miss Margaret Byer 
Harold Laubenstine 
Miss Marie O. Koons 
William H. Patrick 
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Daniel W. Keffer, Memorialized by Zion Evangelical Luther 

League, East Pikeland Township ; 
Miss Mary C. Huston, by Luther League of Pennsylvania 
Arthur F. Knies 
Miss Cornelia Cathcart 
Robert T. Menges, by York District Luther League 
C. L. Warner ; ae 
Luther Leaguers in the 17 Districts of Pennsylvania, Memorialized 

by Luther League of Pennsylvania, as follows: 

Allentown 

Altoona 

Berks 

B-M-C 

Erie 

Greensburg 

Harrisburg 

Johnstown 

Lancaster 

Northeast 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Ridgway 

Schuylkill 

Susquehanna 

Upper Lehigh Valley 


ork 
Charles G. Smith, Memorialized by Luther League of 
Pennsylvania 
Rev. T. Benton Peery 
Salem Luther League, Reamstown 
Robert G. Whisler 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total! 3 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 73 
Immanuel Luther League, Greenwood 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Gilbert 
Sandy Run Luther League, Swansea 
Saluda District Luther League : 
Holy Trinity Intermediate Luther League, Little Mountain 
St. John’s Luther League, Lexington 
Silverstreet Luther League, Silverstreet 
St. James Luther League, Graniteville 
Miss Ernestine Medlock 
Jaros Randall 
iss Gladys Randall 
Burnelle Randall 
Wilson Franklin 
Dr. GilbertVoigt, by Church of Redeemer Senior Luther League, 
Newberry 
Rev. F. Kearney Roof, Memorialized by Mt. Hermon Luther 
League, New Brookland 
Rey. Karl W. Kinard, by St. John’s Luther League, Johnston 
Mrs. Roslyn Summer Sease, by St. John’s Luther League, 


Pomaria 
Mrs. Grady Cooper, by Church of Ascension Luther League, 
Columbia 
Mrs. George Segelken, by St. Stephen’s Luther League, 
exington 


C. C. Habenicht, Memorialized by Ebenezer Senior Luther 
League, Columbia 

Miss Elberta Sease, by Holy Trinity Senior Luther League, 
Little Mountain 

Miss Margaret Wolff 

Mrs. Sarah Koon Zeigler 

St. James Luther League, Summit 

Miss Louise Wieters 

Dick Webber 

Rey. Clarence Norman, by St. Andrew Luther League, 
Charleston 

Dr. C. J. Shealy, by St. Matthews Luther League, Cameron 

Mrs. M. L. J. Kreps, Memorialized by Luther League of 
South Carolina 

Alton Roof, by Emanuel Luther League, New Brookland 

Ebenezer Junior Luther League, Columbia 

Rev. and Mrs. Albert Stemmermann, by Mt. Pleasant Luther 
League, Erhardt 

Mrs. Gertrude S. Leonard, by Grace Luther League, Prosperity 

Dr. E. B. Keisler, by St. Paul’s Luther League, Gilbert 

Charles P. Barre, by Grace Luther League, Prosperity 

Miss Carolyn Ducker 

TEXAS, ‘otal 16 


VIRGINIA, total 39 
St. Peter’s Luther League, Wardensville 
Miss Thelma Graham, by Luther League of Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia 
WEST VIRGINIA, total 4 
WISCONSIN, ‘otal 2 
CANADA, total 8 


It is proposed to publish an anthology of religious, 
moral and aesthetic type of poems of Lutheran author- 
ship. 

You as Luther Leaguers and young people are in- 
vited to contribute poems of this nature of your own 
writing. 

Submit same to Rev. W. H. Bruce Carney, 120 
Townsend Avenue, Stapleton, L. I., New York. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 
‘Tn Memoriam 


God called our loved 
ones, but we lose 
not wholly. 

What He has given; 

They live on earth 
in thought and deed, 


as truly 


As in His Heaven 
— Whittier 


MCemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Mr. Andrew Grier Trull 
Memorialized by St. Andrew’s Luther League, Concord, N. C. 
Mr. Daniel W. Keffer 
Memorialized by Zion Evangelical Luther League, 
East Pikeland Township, Pa. 
Luther Leaguers in the 17 Districts of Pennsylvania 
Memorialized by Luther League of Pennsylvania, as follows: 


Allentown Lancaster 

Altoona Northeast 

Berks Philadelphia 

B-M-C Pittsburgh 

Erie Ridgway 

Greensburg Schuylkill 

Harrisburg Susquehanna 

Johnstown Upper Lehigh Valley 
York 


Mr, C. C. Habenicht 
Memorialized by Ebenezer Senior Luther League, Columbia, S. C. 
Rev. F. Kearney Roof 
Memorialized by Mt. Hermon Luther League, New Brookland, 
South Carolina 
Mrs. M. L. J. Kreps 
Memorialized by Luther League of South Carolina 
Mr. Charles G. Smith 
Memorialized by Luther League of Pennsylvania 


ANOTHER NOTE FROM CHINA 


Dr. Chiu, Miss Yin and a patient in the Clinic 


Perhaps you would like to know that our new doc- 
tor, Dr. Chiu (pronounced chew) has made quite a hit 
with the patients, especially at Tai Tung Chen. The 
reason for this is not only that he is a good doctor, 
but that he is Shantungese and these people of Tai Tung 
Chen, who work in the factories there are mostly all 
Shantung people. His dialect is exactly like theirs and 
he takes time and patience with them and their com- 
plaints. 

Dr, Chiu, and three nurses, go to Tai Tung Chen 
from four to five every day, for a clinic. The rest of his 
full day is spent at the Lutheran Hospital in Tsingtao 
where he takes care of forty or more in-patients and 
Seventy to eighty clinic patients every day. 

—L. REICH 
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MORE IMPRESSIONS OF SPRINGFIELD 

On my return from Springfield, someone inquired: 
“How was the Convention?” My reply was, “Hot and 
sticky.” 

I mention this that I may give you my first impres- 
sion of the Convention,-the “stick-to-it-iveness” of the 
young people. Here was no sight-seeing, movie-going 
crowd, here was a company of young people who, in 
spite of torrid and humid weather, crowded the Church 
from the beginning to the close of the sessions, with an 
earnestness of purpose that might well be emulated by 
some other Church gatherings. 

Present in goodly numbers at the quiet hours, at the 
conferences, at the business sessions, listening with rapt 
attention to the speakers, taking notes for future use, no 
wholesale exodus when the representatives of the Boards 
were announced. 

Here was gathered the future of the Church, the 
majority of them in their ‘teens, alive to its work. These 
must be cultivated and not offended. 

My second impression was the singing. The rafters 
rang, the neighbors came on their porches to listen and 
methinks the angels must have leaned over the ramparts 
of heaven to hear. And they needed no one to stand up 
front and lead. And they sang the hymns of the Church. 
They needed no inane importations. 

My next impression was the quiet but joyful dignity 
with which they received the information that the mis- 
Sionary objective had been over-subscribed and with 
what enthusiasm they assumed another. The impression 
prevailed that it was God’s work and must be done. 

Another impression was the dispatch with which 
they conducted the business. It was the King’s business 
and it required haste. 

The addresses were impressive, made mostly by 
younger men, but behind them was mature thought. The 
quiet hours by the Chaplain were never-to-be-forgotten 
seasons. 

There were three invitations for the holding of the 
next convention. They chose the Pacific Coast. The 
Church would hesitate to go so far but not these young 
people. They were told that the West needed them, so 
to the West they will go, in spite of distance, expense, 
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and inconvenience. Such is the daring and the enthusi- 
asm of youth. Long may it live! 
Impressions! Their name is legion. 


Leagueally yours, 
HARRY HODGES 


Our 21st Biennial Convention, held in Springfield, 
Ohio, the “City of Homes,” was filled to over-flowing 
with hospitality, worship, fellowship, inspiration, informa- 
tion and recreation—all the things necessary to make the 
Leaguer glad to have been there. Were all these things 
carried back to and shared with the Leaguers “at home,” 
advance in the Luther League of America is sure. 

GLADYS A. BROEKER 


BITS OF NEWS 


NEW JERSEY 


A busy summer in the League circles of the ‘‘Garden State:” 
Central preparing for the entertainment of the State Convention at 
New Brunswick, September 4-6, with the local League especially busy 
as the direct hosts; Bergen active in contest rallies; League chal- 
lenging League and meeting in friendly rivalry on the ping pong 
table, at the pie-baking board and oven, in the knitting rocking- 
chairs and on the horse-shoe field, with occasional special events. 
Passaic got the best of Garfield and of Maywood. Others are pend- 
ing as this is written. Thirteen ‘‘Mosquito Leaguers’’ participated in 
the Springfield Convention. And they were more than just among 
those present; “‘Al’’ Schaediger was returned to the first vice-presi- 
dency; Gene Kelchner was editor of the daily. Word comes from 
almost every League telling of outings, rallies in the wood or on 
Church lawns, twilight vespers in the out-of-doors and the like. Now 
reversing the usual news procedure, we place the most important 
item last instead of first, because New Jersey wants to lay claim to 
being the first to send a contribution to the new Biennial Project: 
The Mediczc! Center of the Virginia Mountain Mission. Passaic’s St. 
Johr’s League sent Ten Dollars ($10.00) early in August, the offer- 


. Ing at a sunset service on the lawn of a member’s home. That, they 


believe, makes them the first local to respond after the convention. 
Bergen, the first New Jersey District to have credit and the New 
Jersey League the first State unit to register a gift. Congratulations, 
the State for the distinction your promptness brings with it. Or are 
we wrong? 

The story of the New Brunswick Convention will come to you 


in the next Review. 
REV. CHAS. K. FEGLEY, Publicity Secretary 


MARYLAND SYNOD SUMMER SCHOOL 


An interesting and helpful class on Luther League and general 
young people’s work was held in_connection with the Maryland 
Synod Summer School at Hood College, Frederick. Dr. Paul C. 
White, Director of Young People’s Work of the Lutheran Synod of 
New York, led the discussion. The subjects presented were: History 
of the Lutheran Church and the the Luther League, the place of the 
Luther League in the total program; Education, including Promotional 
Plan information; Life Service; Missions; and_ Socials. Helpful 
suggestions were given for better programs in all phases of work. 
Evening social events were planned and carried out later_by the 
class. The group consisted of 39 Luther Leaguers, of Christian 
Endeavor members, and 11 non-members. The class, conducted so 
as to promrote Luther League work, caused much new and renewed 
interest-EDNA WERNER. 
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SENIOR TOPICS FOR OCTOBER 


October 3, 1937 
19th Sunday after Trinity 


“PREPARED TO WIN” 
Ephesians 6:10-18 
(By Rev. J. E. Bristol, Camden, N. iP) 


Program 


Poem before Prayer: 
“He prayeth best who loveth best 
All things both great and small, 
For the dear Ged mie beyen us 
veth all.’’ t 
hey eel nti ‘Ancient Mariner”—Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
Mea hou before Whom ‘there is no east or west, Who hast 
reesei ee Ai blood all nations of the earth, with child-like earnest- 
ness we ask that Thou wouldst help us catch a vision of what 
our lives may become by the power of Thy indwelling love. Keep 
Thou before us the vision of our Master Who showed us what 
we may become. Spirit of the Living God clarify for us the 
teaching of our Lord, open our minds that we may press for- 


ward to the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 


Amen.” 
—Robert H. Gearhart, Jr. 
Announcements 
Offering : 
Offering Hymn: “Saviour! Thy Dying Love’’ (first verse) 
Scripture Lesson: Ephesians 6:10-18 u 
Hymn: “O Christians! Leagued Together 
Presentation of Topic 
Discussion of Topic d 
Prayer: “Youth and the Kingdom,” by Harvey C. Porter 
Page 101, “Talking With God’ 
Hymn: “O Master Workman of the Race” 
Lord’s Prayer and Mizpah Benediction 


Bible Readings 


Numbers 13:30-33. We will never be “prepared to win” as 
long as we have a defeatist attitude toward the undertaking at hand. 
The grasshopper spirit will never make us strong to bring others. 
to Christ. 

Luke 14:25-33. 
ness to ‘hostel in the world today. 

iscipleship? 

* eet Tak Let us first examine ourselves carefully and 
strive to correct our own most glaring faults before we tell others 
of what Christ can do in their lives. Our testimony will thereby have 
a ring of authority to it. 


Count the cost before you decide to bear wit- 
Are you willing to pay the price 
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_. Mark 14:54; 66-72. First, Peter followed Jesus “afar off ;” 
then, “he sat with the servants” and became part of that indis- 
tinguishable blur around the fire, either indifferent to or hostile to 
Jesus; finally, he denied his Lord, We dare not follow Jesus afar 
off’ ourselves, lest we deny Him instead of proclaiming Him to our 
fellows. F, ae 
_ Acts 1:8; 2:4. We can mever be adequately prepared to win 
without the power of the Holy Ghost. That power is never given to 
those who stand gazing up into heaven, but only to those who are 
already laying their plans for winning the world for Christ. ; 

Philippians 3:13, 14. We shall never win anything, if we do 
not have sufficient will power to forget the past with both its de- 
feats and its successes, and devote all our energies to reaching the 
goal which lies ahead. : 

Hebrews 12:1, 2. If you plan to win others for Jesus, first, 
cast out of your life all those flaws and errors which at present re- 
tard you; then, pattern your life after the Master’s, and you cannot 
help drawing many to His side. 

Suggested Illustrations 

William Axling was a student at Yale. In the course 
of religious meetings that he attended there, he felt 
called to be a foreign missionary. He wrote to his 
father of his decision to go to Japan. His father wrote 
back: “If you do so, I’ll disinherit you!” But Axling 
felt that he must go, and went. His father kept his word, 
and disowned him. In Japan he fell ill and almost died, 
but finally got strong enough to return to America. He 
staggered up the walk to his home, managed to climb 
the steps, and rang the bell! His father came to the 
door and welcomed his long-lost son? No! He looked 
at his son swaying there before him in his weakened 
condition and slammed the door in his face! And Axling 
staggered back down the steps and walked to the gate 
and there collapsed, and a kindly neighbor took him in 


and nursed him back to health. 


(As told me by a friend of Dr. Axling’s) 


- Jennie Lind, still known today because of her beauti- 

ful voice as “the Swedish nightingale,” decided to give 
up appearing on the operatic stage, because her work 
and success in opera were beginning to claim more of her 
interest than her Bible. She knew that she could not 
cater to her own desire for fame and popularity without 
crowding Christ out of her life entirely, and so she 
gave up that which was her glory in order not to give 
up her Lord. 
. Jesus once entered a country-side where dwelt a 
man who was grievously troubled by an unclean spirit, 
‘the Bible tells us. Jesus, you will recall, healed that man, 
restored him to his right mind; and what was the effect 
upon the people there? Did they welcome Christ to 
their shores, and thank Him for all that He had done 
for this poor benighted soul? No, they did not! The 
very opposite was true; they tried to get rid of Him just 
as quickly as possible Why? Because, forsooth, they 
had lost a herd of pigs through His wondrous blessing 
and they thought more of their pigs than they did of 
Jesus, or of aught that He could do for them! 

It was all very well in His way with His teachings 
and His healing But they couldn’t get over’the loss of 
their pigs, That was too great a price to pay even for 
Jesus! And they felt a good deal safer and happier when 
Jesus had departed whence He came. And most of us 
today are about the same in our attitude toward Jesus. 
Oh, He’s alright, very fine, very well. But when He 
interferes with our money, our prestige, our pleasure, 
ho! no! Then that is too great a price to pay even for 
Jesus, and we hustle Him off to the shore, help Him 
hastily into the boat, and heave a sigh of relief as that 
ship becomes just a speck upon the horizon! 

The story is told of a man who was asked by a 
friend what made him an American. He stopped and 
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thought. Certainly, it was not his name; that was de- 
cidedly European. After a moment’s consideration, he 
rolled up his sleeve and showed his friend the scars of 
wounds he had received in the past war. “These,” he 
said, “make me an American.” Can you and I roll up 
our sleeves and showing to those about us the scars of 
crucifixion, say, “These make me a Christian?” 

During the great war a young man went over the 
top and started across “No Man’s Land,” a young ideal- 
ist who thought that he was fighting to make the world 
safe for democracy, and did not realize that he was ac- 
tually fighting to make the world safe for greedy mili- 
tarists and unscrupulous munition manufacturers. AlI- 
most immediately he was struck by shrapnel which 
ripped into his chest and sent him spinning into a nearby 
shell-hole. As he lay there gasping for breath and dying 
he raised his eyes to a small chapel nearby which fre- 
quent bombardments had almost destroyed, but in a 
small alcove there still remained a crucifix. Gazing upon 
this crucifix, with his last breath he whispered, “Me, 
too, Jesus, me, too.” 

Are we willing to go to the lengths of crucifying 
our own self, of really disciplining our lower nature, 
and then of saying with this boy, “Me, too, Jesus, me, 
too?” 

“The flesh and the devil are open enemies. But the 
world is far more subtle and insidious and deadly. “De- 
mas has forsaken me, having loved the present world,’ 
says Paul. Here was a man who felt the pull of Christ 
and greatly dared for Him. And then somebody offered 
him a fine position and he took it and drew out of the 
great adventure, preferring to rock idly in the fat, 
smooth, oily waters of some safe little harbor to wrest- 
ling with hurricanes out in the open sea. Or a lassie 
who did not care to face the peril of discipleship came 
into his life. And he chose her and turned his back on 
Christ. Just that, yet the great preacher has that terrible 
picture of how Demas died, and men who knew him 
when they met each other, shook sorrowful heads, and 
told each other how he would be missed, he with his 
shrewdness of judgment, and his dependability. And at 
that very moment at the Judgment-seat of God he was 
being condemned, was shrieking in an agony that there 
was some ghastly mistake. ‘I am not Judas,’ he kept 
crying, ‘I am Demas; D-e-m-a-s,’ he spelt out in a 
screech of frenzy, ‘a man against whom there is not 
one breath of scandal.’ But in vain.” 

—Page 145, “The Galilean Accent: Arthur John 
Gossip. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 38 George St. 
Introduction 

In the course of the next three weeks we are to 
consider a matter of vital importance to every Christian, 
be that Christian man or woman, boy or girl. ‘We are 
to study ways and means whereby to insure the spread 
of Christianity in the world today. For the Christian 
nothing can vie in importance with this great task. If it 
is not discharged faithfully and well by the Christians 
of today, tomorrow there will simply be no Christianity— 
that’s all, but that’s a rather terrible all! The responsi- 
bility for the growth of the Christian faith in our day 
can by the very nature of things, fall only one place— 
squarely on the shoulders of the present generation. It 
thus behooves each one of us to study most diligently 
and most seriously the part he has to:play in this spread 
of the Christian Gospel throughout the world today. 


= 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


A Possible Tragedy 

To say that the task of bringing others to Christ 
and to His Church in our day is an extremely difficult, 
One is putting it mildly indeed. To state that the out- 
look for the increase of our Christian faith today is not 
at all bright is again not ‘to be guilty of either exaggera- 
tion or pessimism. It is simply to look the facts squarely 
in the face and read them for what they are. In the 
words of our Scripture lesson “we wrestle” very literally 
“not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places,” and 
to close our eyes to the perils that surround our Church 
on every side and blandly to repeat from Matthew’s 
Gospel “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” is 
to behave like an utter fool. The gates of hell are al- 
ready prevailing against the Church on many fronts, 
and we must be realistic about the conditions that con- 
front Christianity today, lest those gates prevail entirely, 
the Church collapse, and “great be the fall thereof.” 


Three powerful foes in particular loom large on the 
horizon—Communism, Fascism, and No-God Material- 
ism. All three are fundamentally hostile to Christianity; 
where any one of the three prevails, vital Christianity is 
doomed. All three are essentially militant, not content 
with present conquests and present gains, anxious to 
convert all mankind to their philosophy of life. Each 
disseminates its propaganda skillfully and passionately, 
and claims adherents by the million. At the hands of 
each the Church suffers terribly, as much from the quiet 
sapping of her strength which Materialism effects as 
from the open persecution to which she is subjected by 
those twin paganisms, Fascism and Communism. 


We dare not be complacent about the crisis con- 
fronting the Christian Church in this year of our Lord, 
1937, for in the very small world into which scientific 
achievement has thrust us to live the forces of God and 
of Mammon are waging in this very year a bitter battle 
—a fight to the finish. Who will win? At times it seems 
as if the forces of Mammon would indeed emerge vic- 
torious, which would mean not the defeat of God in His 
universe, but the destruction of the Christian Church as 
we know it! After the battle was over and the din and 
confusion had died down and the smoke had blown away, 
God would have to find a new channel through which 
to work out His purposes among men, Is there any way 
of avoiding such a tragedy? There is and at this time 
we turn to a consideration of that way. 


There is only one way to defeat and put to flight 
the militant paganisms and atheisms that so definitely 
challenge the Christian faith of our day, and that is for 
the followers of Jesus to do what most of us are unwill- 
ing to attempt—to follow steadfastly after Jesus, to be 
devoted wholeheartedly to Him and to His cause (the 
establishment of right relationships between men and 
their Maker, resulting in the existence at last of right 
relationship between men and other men), to put Jesus 
before every other tie, every other interest, every other 
value in life, to be courageously, daringly His! When the 


people who compose the membership of the Christian’ 


Church are ready so to do—and only then—the foes 
which today loom so mightily and so terrifyingly in our 
path will vanish from before our eyes, even as the morn- 
ing mist is scattered by the rising sun! 
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This is not an easy way to win the world for Christ 
and His Church, but, easy or hard, it is the only way. 
If we are desperately in earnest about winning people 
away from the allurements and compensations of Mam- 
mon to experience the more enduring things that are 
God’s, we dare not hesitate to take this way simply be- 
cause it is difficult and demands sacrifice. The way of 
Christianity has ever been the way of the Cross, and 
Jesus’ invitation to men has always been to take up a 
cross and follow after Him. 


Think Before You Leap! 

Therefore, weigh the matter carefully in your mind 
before you decide to witness for Christ and win your 
fellows to Him and His way of life. Don’t decide too 
quickly and too readily to venture your all for Him, and 
then after a time find the going too rough, and make 
both Jesus and yourself appear foolish in the eyes of 
men. This is the advice of Jesus Himself. “If you intend 
to build a tower,” He says, “you first sit down and com- 
pute how much it will cost you to build it, and determine 
whether or not you have sufficient money to pay for its 
completion, in order to avoid having it half built and 
then having to stop for lack of sufficient funds and being 
the laughing stock of your neighbors, because you be- 
gan something you couldn’t finish.” Don’t be guilty of 
making your discipleship to Jesus something you began 
but couldn’t finish! Count the cost of that discipleship 
first and see whether or not you have that within you 
with which you can pay for it. 


The Cost 

“Tf any man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, 
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple. And. 
whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, 
cannot be my disciple ... . whosoever he be of you 
that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my dis- 
ciple.’ Hard though these requirements be, they are the 
ones laid down for us by Jesus, because He knew that 
only men and women who could successfully meet these 
would be made of stern enough stuff to witness con~ 
vincingly of Him among their fellows. Slightly rear- 
ranged, they read: Give up all that belongs to you—pos- 
sessions, money, pleasure, position, fame, success—when 
in any way it comes between you and Christ, and thought 
and concern about it make you hesitate to follow Jesus 
all the way in a particular situation; give up those per- 
sons who hold you in a bondage that separates you from 
Him, even when they are your loved ones, the very 
members of your family, in order that you be no longer 
guilty of defending and fighting for the will of the 
family, even when it is contrary to the will of Christ; 
give up your own self, the old ego which always looks 
out for you first and thinks only secondly of the other 
fellow, which time and again interposes its selfish desires 
between you and complete surrender to the Master. 


The Crux of the Matter 

You can never bear really effective witness to your 
Lord Jesus until you have surrendered everything— 
goods, family, self—completely to Him. Dr. E. Stanley: 
Jones tells of walking up the aisle of the cathedral in 
Copenhagen to see the famed statue, Thorwaldsen’s 
“Christ.” To quote his own words from his book “Vic- 
torious Living” (page 47): “I was almost overcome with 
awe as I saw the Figure with the soft light upon it 
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dominating the whole cathedral. But as I walked along 
a Danish friend whispered, ‘You will not be able to see 
His face unless you kneel at His feet.’ It was true, for 
He was standing with outstretched arms looking at those 
at His feet. So I knelt at His feet and, lo, His face was 
looking into mine. You cannot really see Christ till 
you bend the knee to Him.” Only those who have been 
conquered by Jesus and consequently have seen His face 
can truly be His disciples. Goodspeed gives a most 
suggestive translation of the first words of Paul’s letter 
to the Philippians: “Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ 
Jesus.” Only when we are the slaves of Christ Jesus 
are we “prepared to win’—for Him! 


Further Reference 


“Inner Light, A Devotional Anthology” 

(George Allen & Unwin Ltd.) ; : 
“Talking With God,” edited by Alfred Franklin Smith 

(Cokesbury Press) : ; ' 7 
“The New Hymnal for American Youth,’ edited by H, Augustine 

Smith (D. Appleton—Century Company) 
“Quotable Poems,” Volumes 1 and 2 (Willett, Clark and peipag end 
“A Diary of Private Prayer’’—John Baillie (Charles Scribner’s Sons 
“Victorious Living’—E. Stanley Jones (The Abingdon Press) 
“His Life and Ours”—Leslie D. Weatherhead (The Abingdon Press) 
“The Ethical Teaching of Jesus’’—Ernest F. Scott 

(The Macmillan ay) . 
“The Teachings of Jesus’—Harvie Branscomb (Cokesbury Press) 
“The Christ of the Mount”—E. Stanley Jones (The Abingdon Press) 


October 10, 1937 
20th Sunday after Trinity 


“HOW TO SHARE CHRIST FAITHFULLY” 
I Corinthians 9 :16-23 
(By Rev. J. E. Bristol, Camden, N. J.) 


Program 


Opening Prayer: Page 283, Inner Light 

Hymn: “I Love To Tell the Story” 

Reading before Prayer: Quotation from Isaak Walton (Page 179 
Inner Light) 

Prayer: “The Gift of Service of Youth,” by Forney Hutchinson 
(Page 26, ‘Talking With God’’) 

Announcements 

Offering 

Offering Hymn: “Saviour! Thy Dying Love’ (first verse) 

Scripture Lesson: I Corinthians 9 :16-23 

Hymn: ‘Are Ye Able, Said the Master’ 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion of Topic 

Prayer: Page 225, ‘Inner Light” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “Just As I Am, Thine Own To Be” 

Silent Prayer 


Suggested Poems 


“There’s a sweet old story, translated for man 
But writ in the long, long ago. 

The Gospel according to Mark, Luke and John 
Of Christ and His mission below. 


Men read and admire the Gospel of Christ 
With its love so unfailing and true. 

But what do they say, and what do they think 
Of the Gospel, according to you? 


*Tis a wonderful story, that Gospel of love 
As it shines in the Christ-life divine. 
And, O, that its truth might be told again 
In the story of your life and mine.” 
—(Source unknown to me) 


Poem by W. C. Braithwaite (Page 136, “Inner Light” 
Poem by J. G. Whittier (Page 278, “Inner Light”) ) 
“Jesus Christ—And We’—Annie Johnson Flint (Page 169, “Quotable 
a er yoni 
= esus Came Bac oday”—Vincent Godfrey Burns (Pa 
eee aie Poems,” Volume 2) 4 obama 
“Thou Must Be True’—Horatio Bonar (Page 146, “Quotable 
Poems,’ Volume 2) 


Bible Readings 


I Timothy 4:12, “Let no one look down on you because you 
are young, but set those who believe an example in speech, conduct, 
love, faith, and purity.’ (Goodspeed) Certainly an ideal “golden 
text’? for this topic. It means exactly what it says. Think it over! 
Put it into practice! 


II Corinthians 3:2, 3. What sort of reading does the epistle 
‘of your life make as the average man scans it from day to day? Is 
it favorable or unfavorable to Christ? 


John 20:21. God sent Jesus into the world to save men, to 
demonstrate God, to be a religion. For the same purpose Jesus sends 


us into the world. What are we doing about it? 
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John 13:2-17. We are thinking about “sharing Christ | faith- 
fully.” Here is the example He gave us. Are we following it? Are 
we happy, because, ‘knowing these things,’ we are doing them? 


Luke 10:25-37. ‘Go, and do thou likewise’”—that is, if you are 
really dead in earnest about this business of sharing Christ faithfully. 


I Corinthians 12:12-2. Christ cannot touch men, He cannot 
change their motives, He cannot challenge their conventional jatti- 
tudes, save through His body. And “ye are the body of Christ. 


John 13:34, 35. That states the case very plainly. Men are to 
be able to distinguish the disciples of Jesus from the rank and file 
by the fact that the Christians act unselfishly in any situation. 


Suggested Illustrations 


“A brilliant American novelist has taken a vengeful 
dislike to organized Christianity and upon the slightest 
provocation, at every turn of the road, heaps upon it 
scorn and contumely. So insidious is this attitude that it 
almost frightens one. I met a friend of his one day of 
whom I asked why this distinguished novelist has as- 
sumed this attitude toward organized Christianity. He 
had been reared at a village crossroads where a hymn- 
singing, leading layman of the village Church doimating 
the policy and program of that Church had the reputa- 
tion for rent-gouging, short-changing and over-charging 
those who were compelled to do business with him. And 
not in one hundred years will the novelist be reconciled 


to a more reasonable attitude.” 
—“‘Sword or Cross?’’—Joseph R. Sizoo, “The 


Christian Century Pulpit,’ May 1937, Page 99 
“A young atheist meeting Henry Drummond one 
day said: ‘Mr. Drummond, do you see that man over 
there? He is the founder of our infidel club.’ Mr. 
Drummond said that could not be because he knew the 
man was an officer of the Church in the village. The 
young man replied, ‘I know he is, but he is the founder 
of our infidel club just the same. Every man in this 
village knows what a humbug he is, so we have nothing 
to do with religion.’” —tIpbid, Page 100 


“Tt reminds us of what was said of Fenelon, a great 
and godly French priest, whose simple faith and genu- 
inely Christian life came to be known far and beyond his 
own country. It seems that an unbeliever and a profli- 
gate had been thrown into the company of Fenelon in 
travel, Shortly after, he was seen rushing frantically 
from the presence of the good man, exclaiming, ‘I can- 
not endure the presence of this man and remain an 
infidel.’ "_“The Augsburg Teacher,’ November 8, 1936, Page 664 


“Going through a West African village where he 
knew there was no Church, the Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop of Accra was astonished to come upon a little 
building about ten feet long, with a cross on it. He 
looked inside and found it unmistakably a Church. It 
had a rough altar with a hand-made cross, and three 
little bamboo pews. While the bishop was looking a 
man came running to him from his work in the fields. 


‘Who are you?’ asked the bishop. 

‘I am the owner of the building,’ the man said. ‘I 
built it.’ 

‘And how many Christians have you?’ 


‘Only one at present,’ the man said, ‘but when we 
had our harvest festival, every seat was full. When I 
came to live here I was the only Christian and no one 
would listen to me, but I thought if the people see that 
I build a house for the Christian God, they will take 


notice of my message. I will not rest until they have 
found the Lord.’ ” 


—‘Church With One Member,” 
“Lutheran Woman’s Work,” April ae 1‘ 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


“A good many years ago Loanda was the center of 
the slave trade. Sailing vessels anchored in the harbor 
regularly to take aboard their cargoes. Slave agents, 
scattered through the bush, swept down unexpectedly 
upon native villages, captured the likeliest young men 
and women, herded them’ together like animals, drove 
them into a seaport town where they were packed tight 
in the holds of these vessels and shipped away to the 
ends of the earth as human cattle for the white man’s 
markets. One of these slave ships was particularly famous. 
It pled its hideous trade up to the very time that the 
traffic was finally prohibited by international agreement. 
It came to stand as a symbol of the horrors of the sys- 
tem of human slavery. Because her owners were pious 
Christians this good ship was called the ‘Jesus.’ 

The world has begun to see the terrible inconsistency 
in a Christian civilization that carried the name ‘Jesus’ on 
its prow and enslaved men and women as its cargo. We 
are slowly getting to the place where we can see that a 
man is not necessarily Christian because he has been 
called a Christian; and that our social order is not neces- 
sarily pleasing to Jesus because it flies His banner at the 
mast-head. We have begun to look for the signs of 
Christianity in the hold, And the things we have found 
there have often had an evil smell, and contained more 
paganism than Christianity.” 

—‘‘Today’s Youth and Tomorrow’s World,” 

Stanley High, Pages 59-60 

~ The story is told of Marco Polo’s appearing before 
the great Mongolian emperor, Kublai Khan. “So you be- 
lieve in life after death?” asked Khan. “Yes,” answered 
the famous explorer. Then turning to his executioner, 
the emperor commanded, “Kill this man, and see if he 
- lives on!” “No, no!” shrieked Marco Polo, as the exe- 
cutioner stepped forward. “Just as I thought,” mur- 
mured Kublai Khan, “You Christians don’t believe what 
you profess!” China was lost to Christianity for 600 years. 

Dr. Robert H. Gearhart, Jr., tells of an experience 
he had in Sunbury, Pennsylvania, at the time when the 
floods were so devastatingly ravaging that city in the 
spring of 1936. Waiting on the station platform for a 
train long overdue, he struck up a conversation with a 
Coast Guard Captain who had been sent from Wildwood, 
New Jersey, to supervise relief and rescue work in the 
stricken area. Noting that Dr. Gearhart was a clergy- 
man, he began quite naturally to speak of his idea of the 
Church and admitted quite freely that he had always 
thought the Church to be “an anachronism, out of date, 
a fossil preserved. But from now on,” he added, “I’m 
not only for the Church; I’m going to be in it.” What 
brought about this revolutionary change in his attitude 
toward the Church? As he told the story to Dr. Gear- 
hart, not realizing that he was a Lutheran, it was the 
activity of the Lutheran minister in Sunbury in the 
flood crisis that brought the change. That man, as soon 
as he saw how serious the flood was growing, having a 
Church and a parish located by a stroke of good for- 
tune on one of the higher spots in the town, canvassed 
his congregation for all the rooms in their homes that 
could possibly be made available for flood refugees. 
These accommodations he organized and placed at the 
disposal of the less fortunate inhabitants of the city. 
He gathered other people into the Church, providing 
food, clothing, and shelter for them there. Dr, G.H. 
Bechtold, of our Inner Mission Board, upon discovering 
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the gravity of the flood situation, had left Philadelphia, 
and traversed the entire stricken area, organizing the 
resources at hand. Then back to his desk at Philadelphia 
he had gone, there to supervise and administer the 
proper distribution of the material which he knew to be 
available. Sunbury’s plight was terrible indeed, and it 
was not long until a call for food was received from the 
Lutheran pastor there. Within one hour after the call 
had been made a five-ton truck loaded with milk, butter, 
fresh eggs, and vegetables had started for Sunbury from 
the community closest to it not affected by the ffood. 
Every day for three weeks a similar truck made its way 
to Sunbury. It was the example of these Christian people 
that changed the Coast Guard’s attitude toward the 
Church so completely. 


Need To Be Practical 

A story is told of a group of monks gathered iogether 
in a monastery during the Middle Ages, earnestly debat- 
ing the number of teeth in a horse’s mouth. Aristotle 
and the Church Fathers were consulted, and their works 
were studied for days to ascertain just what these 
learned men had to say on the subject. At last, after 
many days of futile argumentation and discussion a 
novice happened to overhear their scholarly discoursing 
and suggested that to solve their problem they count 
the number of teeth in the mouth of the horse that 
was at that very moment in the barn outside. He was 
at once ejected from the order on the grounds of in- 
subordination. So often in our discussion of religious 
matters we are just as impractical and just as far re- 
moved from actual flesh-and-blood life as were these 
monks. We consult our books, and argue learnedly, and 
theorize at length about our religion, but we fail utterly 
to turn to the throbbing, pulsating daily life about us, 
and see what light it throws upon the problem at hand. 
We have a question before us at the present moment. 
It would be hard to conceive of a more important one 
for the Christian. It might be read somewhat as follows: 
“How am I, desperately in earnest about winning the 
world for Christ, to go about sharing Him faithfully, 
wisely, appealingly with all I meet from day to day?” 
Our answer must be practical and realistic, if it is to be 
of any value whatsoever to us. We intend to make it 
so by considering carefully, as we frame it, the generation 
of which we are a part. 


The Only Way Today 

The young people of today—your contemporaries 
and mine—are characterized by a total lack of respect 
for all the authorities that were accepted and revered 
by a former generation. For the great majority of them, 
authority, whether it be moral, ethical, or religious, has 
simply ceased to exist, and their own instincts, passions, 
and desires constitute the only law which they acknow- 
ledge. To attempt to appeal to them in behalf of Jesus 
Christ on the basis of a book or an institution, that is on 
the authority of the Bible or the Church, is to be laughed 
to scorn. Hour after hour of serious discussion with 
high-minded young people, often lasting far into the 
night, has convinced the writer of the inadequacy of that 
approach to them. Since the Bible possesses no intrinsic 
value for them and the Church is simply another human 
organization to them, we can scarcely hope for ~ersons 
based upon the validity and authority of the Bible and 
the Church to carry very great weight with our con- 
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temporaries. One realizes after having earnestly tried 
for some days—or even weeks—to persuade one of these 
young people to give Jesus at least a chance in his or 
her life how true is the statement which Dr, Robert H. 
Gearhart, Jr., Lutheran Student Pastor at the University 
of Pennsylvania, has printed at the bottom of his station- 
ery: “God is never found at the end of an argument.” 


The present generation is not, however, invulnerable; 
it, too, has its Achilles’ heel. It is characterized not only 
by its total lack of respect for all authority, but also by 
a very decidedly scientific spirit. Born and bred in an 
atmosphere of almost servile obeisance to the laboratory 
and the test tube, its watch-word might well be summed 
up in the three words: “Does it work?” This test it 
applies to every theory, every belief, every faith it en- 
counters, before the proposition at hand is either accepted 
or rejected: If it works, well and good! If it does not 
produce results, into the discard goes the theory or the 
creed, grand and idealistic though it be! Jesus antici- 
pated this standard of judgment almost two thousand 
years ago when He said: “By their fruits ye shall know 
them.” And it is the task of Christian young people 
today to share Christ faithfully by proving to their 
skeptical contemporaries beyond the slightest shadow 
of a doubt that Christianity does work, that Christianity 
does produce results, that the fruits of Christianity are 
wholesome, good, and greatly to be desired. How is 
this proof to be offered? How indeed but by the lives 
that the youthful followers of Jesus lead day by day? 


The Power of Example 

“Example is the school of mankind, and they will 
learn at no other.” A truer word was never spoken. 
Professions and protestations and preaching are all well 
and good in their place, but in the final analysis it is the 
quiet, inconspicuous example of Christian people hoar by 
hour throughout the week, that bears eloquent testimony 
to the power and reality of our faith. It is this almost 
unnoticed example which generation after generation has 
been winning intold millions to Christ. It is virtually 
impossible to over-estimate the power of example to 
sway and change human lives. Look back carefully over 
your own life for a few moments, and recall the number 
of decisions you have made, not on the basis of reason 
or mature judgment, but solely on the basis of what 
someone to whom you looked for advice and leadership 
has done. Think of the steps you have taken in the right 
direction because of the good example someone set you; 
remember also the blunders and errors you have made 
because you were influenced by someone’s poor example. 
Bearing all this in mind, consider seriously Paul’s words 
to Timothy, as Goodspeed renders them: “Let no one 
look down:on you because you are young, but set those 
who believe an example in speech, conduct, love, faith, 
and purity.” Don’t let anyone think meanly of you 
simply because you happen to be younger than they! 
Start right out today so to live as to set them an ex- 
ample, whether they are “those who believe” or those 
who as yet do not believe, in clean, decent conversation, 
in honest, upright conduct, in selfless, sacrificial love, in 
constant and unswerving faith, in a purity of the heart 
and imagination which shines forth from a* steadfast 
countenance and a straight forward gaze. Such an ex- 
ample is bound in time to constrain many to believe in 
the truth and power of Christianity, for regardless of 
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how men may reason and think and strive to explain 
away the truth of our faith, they can never explain away 
the beauty and the love of a truly Christian life. “If 
Jesus can work such wonders in His life, what could 
He do to mine?” the man in the street begins to ask. 
Of course, there are no bugles blown, no drums beaten, 
no flags unfurled, but gradually, very quietly your- ex- 
ample is influencing that man, changing his whole out- 
look on life, giving him a new attitude toward the funda- 
mentals of life, bringing him to Christ. 


In All Fairness to Jesus 

Jesus came into this world to be an example to us, 
an example >f perfect manhood, above all, an example of 
Godhood. He came to demonstrate God to us. Other 
men before the time of Jesus had taught what He did; 
the words of His that we treasure most can be found in 
earlier Jewish religious writings. It was not His teaching 
beautiful and profound though it was, that so won men 
unto Him. It was the undeniable fact of the life He led 
that so drew men to Him that in time they found in Him 
their Saviour, that in time they knew Him to be the Son 
of God. 

And Jesus says to us: “As my Father hath sent me, 
even so send I you.” And God sent Him to be an ex- 
ample to all men, even so He sends us to be examples 
to all men today. “Ye shall be witnesses unto me . 
unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Did you ever 
think of this whole business just in this light before? 
To. say the least it is a sobering thought; in fact, it is 
almost terrifying in its significance, isn’t it? You are 
to be an example, a witness for Jesus unto the utter- 
most part of every corner of the earth in which you set 
your two feet, be it dance floor, farmland, factory, ofice 
building, or classroom. Men and women are going to 
judge Jesus to a great extent by the way they see you 
living from day to day. In all fairness to Jesus, then, 


“ 


whom you confess as your Lord and Saviour: “Let no 


one look down on you because you are young, but set 
those who believe”—and all others, too, for that matter 
—“an example in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity.” 


Books Recommended For Study 


“His Life and Ours”—Leslie D. Weatherhead 
‘“Kagawa”—William Axling (Harper and Brothers) 


“Damien the Leper’—John Farrow (Sheed and Ward) . : 


Sermon Recommended For Study 


“Sword or Cross?”—Jeseph R. Sizoo (“The Christian Century 
Pulpit, May 1937, Page 97) 


Books Referred To 


“What I Owe to Christ’—C. F. Andrews (The Abingdon Press) 

“Out of Africa’”—Emory Ross (Friendship Press) 

“Today's Youth and Tomorrow’s World”—Stanley High 
(Friendship Press) 

“Do We Need A New_Religion?”—Paul Arthur Schilpp 
(Henry Holt and Company) 


October 17, 1937 
2ist Sunday after Trinity 
“WEAVING IN THE WON” 
Acts 18 :24-28 
(By Rev. J. E. Bristol, aCmden, N. J.) 


Program 
Hymn: “Be Strong! We Are Not Here To Play” 
Rede : MMe gai 
oO. » Page 336, “The New Hymnal for American Youth” 

Soto: “We Build With Thee”—Purd E. Deitz (Tune: “Maange” 
Reading: “We Shall Build On” (No. 483, Page 327, “The New 

Hymnal for American Youth”) 
Prayer: “To The Great Listener,” 

47, “Talking With God’’) 
Announcements 
Offering 


by Lynn Harold Hough (Page 


ee 
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Offering Hlmn: “Saviour! Thy Dying Love” (first verse) 

Scripture Lesson: Acts 18 :24-28 

Hymn: “The Son of God Goes Forth To War” 

Presentation of Topic 

Discussion of Topic 

Prayer: Page 135 ‘‘Meditations on the Cross’’—Kagawa 

Reading: “Church of the Living God” (No. 526, Page 337, “The 
New Hymnal for American Youth’’) 

Hymn: “Now In the Days of Youth” 


Lord’s Prayer 
Bible Readings 


James 2:14-20, 26. (Ephesians 2:10). Your belief in Jesus 
Christ must express itself in Christ-like living, else there is good 
reason to doubt its reality. 

. Matthew 21:29-32. All too frequently Christian groups are 
guilty of neglecting to do What they should, leaving Christian duties 
to be performed by those not members of the Church. 

Matthew 7:15-21 (Luke 6:46). Jesus does not want His fol- 
lowers to proclaim Him Lord and King. He presses them into the 
serrate of ae the Father, and commissions them to do God’s work 
in the world. 


_ _ Acts 17:6, 7. Unfortunately, both for the Church and the world 
it has been a long time since Christian people have been known as 
“these that have turned the world upside down.” The world needs 
turning upside down today, and it is up to Christian young people 
everywhere to do it. 


John 15:16-20. Do many people hate you? If not, it may be 
that you are too much “of the world” and not enough like Jesus 
to call forth the hatred He promised His followers. 

John 16:1-4. The blood of the martyrs has well be called ‘‘the 
seed of the Church.” Perhaps the lack of martyrdom among Chris- 
tians_ today explains’ the lack of vitality in the Church. 

Galatians 6:2. We need a mew consciousness of the fact that 
because we are Christians the burdens of mankind become our own. 

Suggested Quotations 

. we have all been inoculated with Christianity, 
and are never likely to take it seriously now! You put 
some of the virus of a dreadful illness into a man’s 
arm, and there result a little itchiness, some scratchiness, 
a slight discomfort, disagreeable no doubt, but not the 
fever of the real disease, the turning and the tossing, and 
the ebbing strength. And we have all been inoculated 
with Christianity, more or less. We are on Christ’s side, 
we wish Him well, we hope that He will win, and we 
are even prepared to do something for Him, provided, 
of course, that He is reasonable, and does not make too 
much of an upset among our cosy comforts and our 
customary ways. But there is not the passion of zeal, 
and the burning enthusiasm, and the eagerness of self- 
sacrifice of the real faith that changes character and 
wins the world.” 


“e 


—Page 17, “From the Edge of the Crowd” 


“Very solemnly He tells us that on the Day of 
Judgment we shall not be asked the questions we are 
expecting, but others that will puzzle and startle us. 
Those people on the left hand were, so far as we hear, 
respectable folk; their business books were straight, their 


home life was kindly, they themselves were clean-living 


men and women, nothing whatever is laid to their charge 
excepting this, that they lived in a world needing their 
help, and were too absorbed in something, what it was 
we are not told, it may have been their souls, to give 
what aid they could. And for that they are cast out. 
We are here to throw what weight we have into the 
fight for God, and, like Meroz, we are cursed if we 
stand among our sheep cotes looking down from a safe 
distance at the wild tussle in the plain below. Even hell, 
says Dante, spues out such creatures.” 
—Pages 23-24, Ibid 
“Notice that when the Church’s message loses its 
piercingly Christian flavor it becomes a very thin broth. 
When Jesus came into the world, an old order had the 
death rattle in its throat. On the surface there was an 
air of luxurious prosperity; beneath there were every- 
where evidences of corruption, destitution, and decay. 
Life in every area had turned rancid and sour. Faith and 
hope had given way to skepticism and despair. Into such 
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a world Christ came with a revelation of God as an 
Almighty Father so concerned about the plight of His 
children as to send His only Son to save and bless them. 
Through fellowship with Him they would come to tri- 
umph over all their infirmities and difficulties and find 
life in all its fulness. A disbelieving social order put 
Him to death, but His Resurrection convinced a little 
band of followers that what He said was true. God was 
with them and in them; and through Him, righteousness, 
justice, liberty, fraternity, and even life itself would 
eventually be theirs. And so at His command they set 
out with astounding buoyancy and courage to share their 
knowledge with the world in which they lived. As their 
story gripped the minds and hearts of men, it gave to 
life a tang and flavor for which the world. has never 
ceased to hunger. And it is this same condiment in all 
its preserving, stimulating, refreshing power that a jaded, 
weary, and restless world needs most of all today. If we 
can apply it in all its strength and pungency, it will 
accomplish the purpose whereunto it was given; if we 
cannot, men will set it aside as insipid and inadequate. 


The Church of Christ came into the world with a 
cutting edge to its truth. It came into the Roman world 
with a message so peculiarly different from the standards 
of life then current, that it literally turned the world 
upside down. Then as it grew, it became more reason- 
able, more sane, more diplomatic, more strategic, until 
at length it became insipid. So if the Church today has 
nothing more to offer than a sevenfold ‘Amen’ of blessing 
to the standards of the world, if it has no shrill reveille 
of alarm to sound against the forces which prey on 
human life, if it has no message of salvation for life here 
as well as hereafter, if it is going to exhaust itself crank- 
ing organization machinery or voicing bromidic general- 
ities, then what good it it? And how long will men con- 
tinue to look to it for the seasoning of their common 
life?” 

(Excerpt from Commencement Address, delivered by Rev. Dr. 
A. C. R. Keiter, at the Seventy-third Annual Commencement of the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, on May 13, 1937.) 

Suggested Illustrations 

Stanley Jones tells us of a fort at Jaipur, in India, 
that is built high up on a hill, far away from the town 
below it in the valley. At one time the town was located 
on the hill, and the fort was in the very heart of it, 
protecting it and standing guard over its very life. Long 
ago, however, the town grew away from the fort, and 
is now far removed from it. None the less, in the fort 
the guard is still changed regularly every day, a guard 
that could not possibly be of any help to those in the 
town below. So it is with much of our quite orthodox 
religion; it is a matter of changing guard regularly every 
day in a fort far up on a hill, while down below in the 
valley men live their busy lives from day to day, marry- 
ing and raising their children, laughing and quarreling, 
buying and selling their merchandise, entirely uninflu- 
enced by the guard on the hill above. 


A well-known missionary from the Orient said re- 
cently upon returning to this country that it was almost 
impossible to tell Christians from other people. It is 
certainly a sad day for the Church of Christ when its 
members cannot be distinguished by their mode of living 
from those who live entirely by the standards of the 
world. No wonder so many people claim that they live 
just as decently without the Church as many of us 
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do who are in the Church. They do, but not because of 
their high type of living. They live as well as we Chris- 
tians do only because we have abdicated our Christianity. 


Basil Matthews tells of seeing a crowd of young 
people in Russia, being filled with the fire and the glory 
of Communism by ardent speakers. Finally, stirred up 
to a high pitch of enthusiasm, they began to sing: “We're 
changing the world!” That should be our battle-cry 
today and every day, in this generation and in every 
generation; we as Christian young people. should be 
constantly singing, “We’re changing the world; we're 
changing the world!” And, above all, we should be con- 
stantly changing the world! For Christian people can 
change this old world of ours; they have done it in the 
past; they can and must do it in the present and the 
future! In the Book of Acts we find Christians referred 
to as “these that have turned the world upside down.” 
Can it be said of us today that we are turning the 
world upside down? If not, why not? Is it because 
Christianity has changed and no longer has the ability 
to turn this world upside down? Absolutely not! The 
reason for our not turning this twentieth century upside 
down with our Christianity is simply and solely because 
we are not thoroughly Christian enough ourselves to 
do so. 

A young minister in Philadelphia, at a recent meet- 
ing of the conference to which he belongs, was demoted 
and given a smaller Church because, it was charged, 
“he is stirring up the young people” in regard to the 
great social problems of the day, war, racial discrimina- 
tion, etc. There is a strange similarity, is there not? 
between this accusation and the charge brought against 
Jesus when He was being tried before Pilate, namely, 
“He stirreth up the people.” 


Where We Stand 

We have considered in our two former studies this 
month the critical situation confronting our Christian 
faith today and the steps that we must take if we are 
going to turn this grave crisis into a glorious victory 
instead of a dismal rout for the forces of Christ. We have 
seen that our preparation for winning men and womc> 
for Him, which means winning them to Him, is stern 
and difficult indeed. We have discovered that to share 
Christ faithfully today necessitates the living of a 
Christ-controlled life before the very eyes o* our skepti- 
cal and often hostile contemporaries. Now we stand at 
the high point of triumphant achievement! We have 
made the necessary sacrifices and have met the stern 
requiremerts for discipleship to Jesus; we have wit- 
nessed by the very beauty and godliness of our daily 
walk of lice to the reality and power of our Master, and, 
as has bzen true in every day and age, our example was 
more tan people could stand, with the result that they 
have been won to Christ and His Church. Our task is, 
rowever, by no means complete. Those who are won to 
Jesus do not always remain won. Only too often they 
wander away in time to grass that seems greener and 
to lands that appear more gracious and attractive. It is 
our solemn duty to see to it that those whom we have 
converted do not do as so many before them have done. 
We must weave them so tightly into the fabric of our 
Church that no other allegiance, no other loyalty will 
ever manage to tear them away or cause their footsteps 
to stray from the path which Jesus before them has trod. 
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The Conditions That We Mist Fulfill 

To do this we ourselves must first meet certain con- 
ditions, lest we strive to make these new converts an 
integral part of a Church of Christ which is actually not 
true to the spirit and character of its Founder. These 
conditions are three in number: 

1. We must have a thrilling conception of the 

Church. - 

2. Our Church must be a vibrant, vital, contagious 
fellowship, 

3. Both the conception of the Church and the 
fellowship must find expression in courageous 
action. 

1. By the first we mean that we must never in the 
future be interested, as we have ofttimes been in the past, 
in the Church simply for its own sake. We dare never 
again be guilty of thinking of the Church solely as a 
self-perpetuating institution, content if from year to 
year, it continues to survive and even to grow and ex- 
pand somewhat. We should have a more thrilling con- 
ception of our Lord’s Church than that! For us its chief 
concern should ever be the changing of men and women, 
the reforming of an unregenerate society, the bettering 
of a thoroughly corrupt world! Its function is ever that 
of the leaven in the lump, and to fulfill that function 
properly the Church must be wllling to take the words 
of Jesus literally and to lose its own life and own identity 
if need be, in order to save both itself and the world. 
That conception of the Church those of us already in it 
must have, but unfortunately few of us do have it today. 
All too frequently we have been content to think merely 
of the perpetuation of the Church, without considering 
what effect, if any, that continuance would have upon 
the world at large, with the result that the Church has 
recently been aptly described as “being on a great 
sit-down strike” in regard to the major problems and 
concerns of modern man. 

2. “Religion is not taught,” says Dean Inge, “it is 
caught.” If the Christian religion is to be caught in the 
Church of our day, then that Church must be a fellow- 
ship of kindred spirits that is really alive, throbbing, 
pulsating with warmth and vigor, infectious as the itch, 
contagious as the measles! Those whom we have suc- 
ceeded in winning to Christ will find exactly what they 


-had every reason to expect—a group of men and women, 


united by a common bond, comrades with one another 
and with an unseen but most influential Comrade, on 
fire with a common spirit, thinking with one mind, and 
that the mind of Christ Jesus! Those not yet won will 
feel the glow of that fellowship, even though they linger 
outside the portals of the Church, for it will fairly ooze 
out from under our windows, and little gusts of it will 
be blown out into the street if we open our doors but for 
an instant. Unfortunately, we are talking again of an 
ideal which for the most part we fall very far short of 
attaining. Too often our Churches are more suggestive 
of the tombs of the dead than they are of the homes of 
the living, and the fire and the warmth that we rightfully 
anticipate are not there. Yes, once there was fire, for 
there are piles of ashes swept into the corners, but ashes, 
as we all know, give forth no heat! It has well been 
said: “Christianity is either a dull habit, or an acute 
fever.” The Christianity of most of our present day 
Churches is apparently the former kind. We need the 
latter type, and need it terribly; we need the fellowship 
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of Christ-kindled souls, lest instead of weaving in we 
cast out the won! 

3. The members of a Church that realizes its re- 
sponsibility to society and its duty to God and is ac- 
cordingly determined to save mankind and change the 
world must give expression to that ideal by the most 
daring type of activity! A real and catching spiritual 
fellowship, by which we distinctly do not mean any 
kind of wishy-washy sentimentalism or ecstatic emotion- 


-alism, must express itself in the most reckless, often 


the most radical kind of action! Conventional standards 
of morality will be carefully examined in the light of 
the ethics of Jesus. There will, of course, be more to it 
than mere examination and study. They constitute but 
the first step! Action—daring, courageous, adventurous 
action—will follow hard upon their heels! A stand will 
be taken on the great social and moral issues of the time! 
War, racial disparity, industrial unfairness—all of these 
will be resisted, and steps taken to make them but 
ancient history to the generations still to come. And all 
of this breath-taking, death-defying activity because these 
Christians are holding all existing conditions up to the 
fearless, searching mind of Christ Jesus, because they are 
motivated by the spirit of that Master-Pioneer, Christ 
Jesus! 
The Focal Point 

Then can we properly weave in the won where 
every soul that has ever’ been truly won for Christ has 
ever been, and must ever be woven in—at the Cross of 
Jesus Christ! And as they feel the power of that Cross. 
as they begin to comprehend somewhat the awful mean- 
ing of that sacrifice upon Calvary, as there slowly seeps 
down into their amazed understanding some of the grim- 
ness and reality of it all, they will be challenged as every 
mortal always has been once his life has been gripped 
by that Cross to attempt truly gigantic tasks, to accept 
tremendous penalties, to run great risks, to aspire to the 
loftiest of goals, to be themselves despised and rejected 
of men for the sake of Him who “hung and suffered 
there.’’ The challenge has been the same in every genera- 
tion, As the familiar hymn puts it: 


“O, dearly, dearly has He loved, 
And we must love Him too, 
And trust in His redeeming blood, 
And iry His works to do.” 


As George Tyrrell wrote to F. von Hugel in 1900: 
“What a relief if one could conscientiously wash one’s 
hands of the whole concern! But then there is that 
Strange Man upon His Cross who drives one back 
again and again.” If we would permanently and endur- 
ingly claim for Christ those whom we have persuaded 
to give Him at least a chance in their lives. we must 
challenge them with a Crucified Lord and Saviour, and 
trust Him in turn to challenge them to surrender their 
all in costly sacrifice and loving service for those for 
whom He gave His “last full measure of devotion!” 
Young people today will not remain won to Christ in a 
Church that demands nothing of them for His sake, but 
remain true and loyal and devoted to Him they will in 
a Church that is on fire, regardless of what it may cost 
in terms of hardship and persecution, to once again turn 
the world upside down in His name! 


Books Referred To 


“Meditations on the Cross’—Toyohiko Kagawa 
(Willett, Clark, and Company) , j . ¢ 

“The World’s Great Religious Poetry,” edited by Caroline Miles Hill 
(The Macmillan Company) : 
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Suggested For Study 


“Lay Hold on Courage!”—Kirby Page (Page 1191, “The Christian 
Century,” September 9, 1936.) 


“The Church and Its Money”—an editorial (“The Christian Cen- 
tury,” March 17, 1937.) 


ee ae and ay eee ee (Pages 341-344) 
living Creatively’’—Kir ‘age a 130-131, 210-211 12- 
2301231, 290-290) < irk.” 


October 24, 1937 
22nd Sunday after Trinity 
A GILT-EDGE INVESTMENT 
: Revelation 7:1-4; 9-17 
(By Rev. R. J. Wolf, Intermediate Secretary) 
According to instructions to the writer, today’s topic 
study is meant to present the “why and wherefore” of 
missions. To that end I apply myself and with the hope 
that you, who are earnest about investing in “Gilt-edged” 
Christ R. and G. (Registered and Guaranteed) Securities, 
will do likewise. Don’t make the mistake of treating 
missions so lightly, as is the custom of many Churchmen. 
Missions was the big concern of Jesus Christ, and should 
be for us who have pledged Him our allegiance. 
Captioned as the topic is, advantage will be taken 
thereof, and the materials herewith developed is in keep- 
ing therewith. 


The Scripture Lesson 

The “why and wherefore” of missions has the strong 
backing of Scripture, hence missions are a divine com- 
mission; and human omissions thereof from the program 
and concern of the Church and Christians is a sin. 

The particular Scripture for today should be first 
understood before going into its topic study. In verse 
14 we find these words: “These are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and hath washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Here we 
are told “in whom” we are to make our gilt-edge invest- 
ment. They are “the great multitude,” mentioned in 
verse 9; and are none other than all those of every 
nation whom “the Lamb of God” reclaims for Himself 
through the investment we make in His name. 

Now this “great multitude” was held in subjection 
by the “four angels” (verse 1), who represented four 
earthly kingdoms (see Daniel 7:2-8). These “four angels” 
had their wings clipped, so to speak, by “another angel 
having the seal of the living God” (verse 2) and pre- 
vented from hurting the peoples of the earth. Thus 
the “Suffering Christ” would not permit the children of 
men to suffer without first giving them the opportunity 
of proclaiming Him their King and Lord. 


Investment 

To invest means “to lay out” something in the hope 
of gain. Money is invested to make more money. Seeds 
are invested in the soil to produce crops and more 
seeds for further planting. And as true as the words of 
Jesus, “except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit.’ So true is it of the investment we make of 
life, talent, time and money in His name. When we 
invest in missions we enjoy abundant returns in souls 
saved for the Kingdom of Christ, and help Christ make 
good His words, “I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me.” Christ, the Angel of the living God, has done 
all in His power to “whiten the fields ready unto the 
harvest.” Will we invest with the scythe of consecration 
and sincerity? 
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Giving and Withholding 


There is a sea which day by day 

Receives the rippling rills, 

And streams which flow from the wells of God 
Or sprine from cedared hills. | 

But what it thus receives it gives 

With glad, unsparing hand; ; 
And a stream more wide, with a deeper tide, 
Pours out to a lower land._ 

But does it lose by giving? Nay: 

Its shores and beauty see— 

The life and health and bounteous wealth 
Of Galilee! 


There is a sea which day by day 
Receives a fuller tide, : 
But all its store it keeps, nor gives 
To shore nor sea beside. 
What gains its grasping greed! Behold 
Barrenness round its shore! 
Its fruits of lust but apples of dust, 
Rotten from rind to core. : 
Its Jordan waters, turned to brine, 
Lie heavy as molten lead, ? 
And its awful name doth ever proclaim 
That sea is dead! 

—Selected 


Gilt-Edged 
There’s nothing “phoney” with the investment we're 
commanded to make for the “whole wide world for Jesus’ 
sake.” It is truly gilt-edged. It is certified by the blood 
of the Lamb. Too many gilt-edged men and women have 
invested their lives and money into missions to question 
the wisdom and gains to be realized. 


What greater investments have the youth of the 
Luther League of America made than those made in 
India, South America, Puerto Rico, Japan, China, and 
now in Konnarock, Virginia! 


Key Thoughts 


A gilt edge investment is one that will not de- 
preciate in value and will pay a good return. Finan- 
cial reports have ratings for investments ranging 
from those which are “gilt-edge,’ safe and with 
good return, down to those which are merely spec- 
ulative in which one may lose his money and is 
quite likely to do so. 


This topic shows where money can be put so 
that values will be increased and returns will be 
satisfactory. That place is in missions. Some will 
say you never get your money back in missions. 
Indeed you do. Missions are the greatest force 
working for world peace that there is. World peace 
means prosperity. You may not see the direct re- 
turn in missions in dollars and cents, but it is there 
just the same. World trade is necessary to pros- 
perity. World trade comes only with world peace. 
Missions do more than any other force to establish 
that. Missions open up new fields constantly. They 
bring better understanding between peoples. They 
educate savages. They pave the way for trade. 
They establish the confidence on which all busi- 
ness ultimately rests. 


Though a complete case for gilt-edge invest- 
ment in missions can be made out economically. 
That is not really the thought of the topic. There 
is something better than a mere money return. 
Money is not all. It may be spent foolishly, as 
Isaiah says, for naught. There is no real satisfac- 
tion except in spiritual things. “(Come to Me,” God 
says, and receive satisfaction without money or 
price. And Christ says go and tell all nations that 
God calls them to give them satisfaction freely. 
There is more joy in winning souls than in a good 
break in the stock market. Investment in saving 
souls is surer, brings larger and quicker returns 
than any other investment of time, strength or 
money. 


The Scripture lesson shows the vast multitude 
before God’s throne who have come there as a re- 
sult of the investment of the little band of disciples 
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whose message spread through the whole world 
and all the ages and brought forth fruit manifold— 
gilt-edged investment. No Apostle thought of his 
life as wasted. Paul writes he has finished his 
course, kept the faith, the Crown awaits him. Was 
he sorry? Not Paul. None of the martyrs thought 
of his life as wasted or lost. With Stephen the 
first of the long line, they see heaven open and 
Jesus at God’s right Hand. Life lost? Hardly. 
Rather a gilt-edge investment. So of the mission- 
aries: going to the ends of the earth. Be. 

Life wasted or invested? Which will it be? 
Money spent for frivolous nothings which end with 
the world, or a treasure in Heaven—a Gilt-edge 
Investment with God? So spend life and money to 
find it manifold in Heaven and multiplied in the 
company of saved about the throne. 


What Have You To Invest? 

What, as a Christian, have you to invest in the cause 
and service of your Master? “Very little,” you say. 
That’s true indeed if you are thinking in terms of your- 
self alone. But it will not be so in terms of you—plus 
Jesus. Hear Him promise, “And, lo, I will be with you 
(and your investment) always.” 

Dwight L. Moody, at his opening evangelistic meet- 
ting in England with the King and Queen in the audi- 
ence, made four attempts to pronounce a certain word 
and failed each time. Whereupon in deep humility he 
raised his voice to heaven and prayed for five minutes, 
imploring forgiveness for his presumption to preach 
Christ when he couldn’t even read the Bible correctly. 
So affected was the large audience by Moody’s sincerity 
that his meetings were abundantly enriched by the Holy 
Spirit. 

As Luther Leaguers you have a wealth of oppor- 
tunity to vest yourselves with a knowledge of missions 
through study and reading and cooperating in the mis- 
sionary endeavors of your organization. With so rich a 
vestment what more do you need for a gilt-edged invest- 
ment? 

Who Have You to Advise You in Your Investment? 

The successful investor is the only person to prop- 
erly advise others on how to invest their resources. 
Many voices claim authority to do this for you, but first 
investigate all of them before risking disappointment and 
loss. Life is too precious to be gambled with. He who 
earned man’s redemption on the Cross is alone of all men 
qualified to advise you and me on how to invest our 
lives. Did He not command Peter to “Feed my sheep” 
and “Feed my lambs?” There are still multitudes of 
His sheep and lambs to be fed. And He authorizes you 
to feed them, 

When Invest? 

Now is the time. Don’t put it off. Every minute 
lost is the devil’s gain. 

How invest? In the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. You may not love the African, 
nor Indian, nor Japanese, but you do love the Lord of 
these peoples. In His name, then, do it. The only 
reasonable argument for missions is Jesus Christ. Why 
ask for any other? 


Questions 
What is an investment? 
‘What characterizes a good investment? 
How can investment in Missions be shown to be a 
good investment financially? 
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Why is investment in Missions especially attractive 
to the Christian? 

Mention some of the things for which people spend 
money which do not satisfy and are “naught.” 

Why are investments of life or money in spiritual 
things truly satisfying? ; 


October 31, 1937 
23rd Sunday after Trinity 
REFORMATION DAY 


1537—By Dr. C, P. Harry, Educational Secretary, Luther League 
ef America 


1637—By Rev. P. L. Hegstrom, Pastor Zion Swedish Lutheran 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


1737—By Rev. C. A. Linn, Pastor Ascension Lutheran Church, 
Savannah, Ga. 


It has been customary in the Luther League for 
some years past to use Reformation Day services to 
learn about things that have happened one, two, three 
and four hundred years ago in the history of our Church. 
The topic this year refers to three events, one of which 
occurred in 1537—-the preparation of the Smacald Articles; 
one in 1637—the coming of the Swedes to America; one 
in 1737—the founding of the Ebenezer Orphans’ Home 
in Georgia. : 

1537 

1. The Smacald Articles are named that way be- 
cause they were prepared in the city of Smacald, Ger- 
many. The purpose for which they were prepared was to 
present clearly and strongly the Lutherans’ position in 
regard to a number of important teachings on which 
there had been a difference of opinion in the Church. 
The particular reason why they were prepared at that 
time is that the Pope had called for a General Council 
to meet the next year for the purpose of deciding and 
coming to some agreement on the matters in which 
there was controversy in the Church. 


Luther and his fellow workers prepared these articles 
which were signed by practically all the leaders of the 
Reformation in Germany. The Articles have been in- 
cluded in the Book of Concord, which is the standard 
for Lutheran teachings. While the articles deal with 
most of the primary teachings of Christianity, special 
emphasis is laid upon the doctrine of the mass, and the 
power of the Pope. 


The Lutheran idea of the Holy Communion is that 
it is one of the means by which God shows His gracious 
mercy to us, and seeks to arouse our faith and love, so 
that our sins may be forgiven and our lives united with 
Christ. The Roman view is that the mass is a sacrifice 
offered to God by which we are freed from our sins. 
Lutherans lay a great stress on the fact that only Christ 
can free us from our sins, and that nothing we can do 
can merit any favor from God. 

The Pope had come to claim to be the head of the 
Church, as he still does, whereas the Lutherans hold 
only one Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, and that all 
are responsible to Him, and not to any man. These are 
the points stressed in the Smacald Articles. A complete 
translation of them is in the Book of Concord, edited by 
H. E. Jacobs, published by the Publication House. 


1637 
The era immediately preceding the founding of “New 
Sweden” on the Delaware was characterized by the 
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establishment of many trading companies for foreign 
trade in Sweden, as well as in other European countires. 
Among other companies thus organized was one launched 
by Peter Minuit (a Dutchman) and Samuel Blomaert, 
chartered and supported by the Swedish government. 
Gustavus Adolphus, the Swedish king and champion of 
Protestantism in the Thirty Years’ War, is believed to 
have entertained a rather large scheme of colonization 
in America; however, his preoccupation in the war 
hindered the development of his plan, and his death at 
Lutzen ended it. In a more modest way the plan was 
taken up by Chancellor Oxenstierna (Queen Christina 
being yet in her minority), and two ships, the “Kalmar 
Nyckel.” commanded by Captain Krober and the “Fcgel 
Grip,’ commanded by Lt. Barben set sail from Stock- 
holm about the middle of August, 1637, with Swedish and 
Finnish colonists aboard. 


Being variously delayed, it was not until the last 
day of December that the expedition gave itself “to the 
broad ocean with its dead calms and howling tempests, 
its tornadoes and its billows mountain high.” Minuit’s 
diary and log being lost, nothing is known of the journey 
across the Atlantic, but the ships reached the Delaware 
in good condition and sailed up the river about the 
middle of March, 1638. (The event is to be commemorated 
in a tercentenary celebration, 1938, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, States of Delaware, New Jersey, et al., 
Federal and Swedish governments cooperating). 


The first permanent white settlement in Delaware 
was made by Swedish colonists in the year 1638 at “The 
Rocks,” now within the city limits of Wilmington, Dela- 
ware. This was not only the first white settlement in 
Delaware, but in the entire Delaware River Valley, 
including the States of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Delaware, and the first settlement between the Dutch 
settlement at Manhattan on the north and the English 
settlements in Maryland and Virginia. 


Arriving at the mouth of Minquas Kill, Minuit sailed 
up as far as the present Wilmington, cast anchor, gave 
the Swedish salute of two guns, and went ashore, ac- 
companied by some of his men. From five friendly 
Indian chiefs they bought, on the twenty-ninth of March, 
1638, “as much of the land on all parts and places of 
the river, up the river and on both sides, as Minuit de- 
sired.” A formal deed was drawn up and signed, a proper 
cannon salute fired, and the territory officially pro- 
claimed “New Sweden.” At the landing place they built 
their first fort, which they called “Christina,” in honor 
of their young queen, and here they established the first 
Swedish community in the New World. 


The colonists were a religious people and, while 
facts about the religious life in the colony prior to 1643 
are meagre, it is known that services were conducted in 
Fort Christina as early as 1640 by Rev. Reorus Torkillus. 
It is quite certain that a chapel was erected about 1641 
or 1642. Altogether they built eleven Churches, of which 
five are still standing and now being used for services 
by the Protestant Episcopal Communion, the oldest 
being Holy Trinity in Wilmington, which was dedicated 
by the Swedes in 1699. 

It was in one of these Churches, that at Wicaco 
(now known as Gloria Dei, Philadelphia) that Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg first preached in Luther’s native 
tongue in Pennsylvania. 
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When William Penn arrived over forty years later, 
he bought land for the site of Philadelphia from Swedish 
colonists, and Independence Hall itself, stands on ground 
that was once a part of New Sweden. 
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1737 
The Ebenezer Orphanage 

Funds for the erection of the Ebenezer Orphanage 
were provided by an unknown donor in Germany. Work 
on the building was begun November 14, 1737, with a 
special religious service directed especially to the minds 
and hearts of the orphans. From this fact it will be 
observed that attention was already being given to the 
orphans. There is other evidence that they were being 
cared for in private homes until the building could be 
erected. The Orphanage was completed and occupied 
the first week in January 1738. It was a two-story build- 
ing forty-five by thirty feet, with living quarters on the 
first floor and bed rooms on the second floor. In con- 
nection with it there was provided space for cows, hogs 
and chickens. It was placed in charge of Ruprecht 
Kalcher and his wife Margaretha. Their helpers were 
Margaretha Schweighofer (a widow) and Martin Herzog. 
At the beginning there were eleven children, three boys 
and eight girls, cared for in the home. 

A carefully worked out program was at once put 
into operation. At 5:00 A. M. the children arose, washed, 
dressed, and presented themselves for morning worship, 
which consisted of singing a hymn, a Scripture lesson, 
chosen in consecutive order, a short edifying talk, prayer, 
in kneeling posture, and one or two stanzas of a closing 
hymn, the worship being conducted by one of the min- 
isters. Until breakfast was ready they were taught to do 
useful things about the household. After breakfast they 
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went to school where they remained until noon, and re- 
turned for another session after dinner, lasting from 2:00 
to 4:00, Returning from school, the boys were put to 
work in the garden or at some other useful work, and 
the girls busied themselves with housework. At 6:00 
o’clock they came in for evening prayer, after which they 
spent some time in private devotions, reviewing what 
they had been taught. The hour of retirement is not 
specified, but it probably immediately followed the pri- 
vate prayers. With such a program it can certainly not 
be said that the children indulged in idleness or frivolity. 


George Whitefield, who, during his first stay in 
Georgia, in 1738, paid a visit to the institution, was highly 
pleased with it. He had gone to Ebenezer for the special 
purpose of seeing the Orphan House and observing its 
operation; for he had in mind the beginning of an 
Orphan House for the English people in Georgia. He 
had read of Prof. Franke’s institution at Halle and had 
received a suggestion from Charles Wesley, before leav- 
ing England, that had inspired him with such a purpose. 
But “if anything was wanting to perfect his own de- 
sign, or inflame his zeal,’ says his biographer, “he found 
it there.’ While he was in Ebenezer, Boltzius tells us, 
he not only rejoiced greatly over the work that was being 
done at the Orphan House there, but wanted to know 
all about the one at Halle. There can be little doubt that 
the inspiration which led to his founding the present 
Bethesda Orphanage, in 1740, came primarily from the 
Halle institution and was considerably agumented by his 
practical observation of the Ebenezer Home. At any 
rate, Bethesda, in spite of much unwarranted contention 
to the contrary, must yield to the Ebenezer Orphan 
House the credit of being the first established in Georgia; 
for it was not until after his voyage to England and his 
return to America that Whitefield laid the foundations 
of the former institution. After erecting the buildings 
at Bethesda on the style of those at Halle, he gives 
further expression of his appreciation of the institutional 
work of the Halle Pietists in an appeal issued December 
23, 1741, for the support of his newly established Home. 
“T hope,” he says, “that all that wish well to Zion, will 
help me with their prayers, as well as with their alms, 
that it may grow up a Holy Temple to the Lord, and 
be blessed; that it may rightly be styled Pietas Georgien- 
sis, and like the Pietas Hallensis, or Professor Frank’s 
Orphan-house at Glaucha, near Halle, become the joy of 
the whole earth.” 


Funds for the support of the Ebenezer Orphanage 
continued to be sent from Germany and from England. 
When George Whitefield returned from England in 
1740, he brought with him a large store of provisions 
for the Salzburg Orphans, as well as a considerable sum 
of money for the support of their Home. 
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The Intermediate Topics for October 


October 3, 1937 
“THE MASTER’S METHOD—HOW TO WIN” 
Matthew 4:18-20 
(By Rev. V. D. Naugle, Lewisburg, Pa.) 
Suggestions for Leaders 


_According to the latest statistics of the Christian Church in the 
United States, approximately half of the population of the United 


States is affiliated with the Church. Is sixty-four million a goal of 
importance? From the religious census of your community ascertain 
the proportion of the population which needs to be won for Christ. 
What is the percentage of non-members attending the various or- 
gamizations of your own congregation? These estimates will challenge 
“soul-winners” or should do so. Let the Master’s Method guide us 
in our winning! 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Method and Policy 

A method is a way of doing something. The system 
one has in accomplishing a task. When dealing in spirit- 
ual things it is hard to determine the method without 
considering the policy or idea which prompts the action 
In this discussion we want to inter-link method and 
policy as one because we are trying to analyze the mind 
and methods of our Master. The fact is before us that 
He was a Winner. The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand 
and men must be won! 


Jesus Studied Men’s Needs 

He used thirty years of various kinds of training, 
public and private, to discover the direct needs of men. 
He experienced every experience of men so that He 
might understand the views of those in similar circum- 
stances. He was stricken with grief for the souls who 
were outside the kingdom. He read the lives of His 
associates and knew that they were a sinful people. The 
first word of His message was “Repent.” To win thie 
many who needed to be won for the kingdom, He must 
win some intimate friends and train them so that they 
can continue His methods and policies after He has re- 
deemed the world. Matthew 4:17 is a statement of pur- 
pose for the call of fishermen, then and now. 


Jesus Went Where People Were 

His method always was to go to find men, not to 
let men come to find Him. There are ministers today 
who announce the services of the Church and expect 
crowds to find their way through the open Church door. 
Jesus went out in search of the men He needed to win 
for the Kingdom. His walk by the sea was quite differ- 
ent in purpose than many who frequent resorts at the 
river-side and seashore. Jesus went to find men and 
found them. Ordinarily, we find what we look for. Let’s 
not expect folks who need to be won for the Kingdom 
to come to us. It takes a little effort to go where people 
are, but that is the place to win them. A Christian visit 
may win your best workers for the Kingdom. The 
future of the Kingdom depends upon our winning folks 
from sin. We can find them by taking a walk or drive 
to see them at work, at home, or at leisure. 


Jesus Selected Ordinary Folks 

There was nothing unusual at the sight of the fisher- 
men, They were just ordinary men of willing disposi- 
tions. Each one we select to be won for Christ needs 
the willing spirit. The Lord can use a Moses who was 
slow of speech or an impetuous man like Peter. If we 
win these ordinary folks, the Lord can sustain them and 
guide them to be the most valuable persons of the King- 
dom. We err when we constantly look for extra talent 
or wealth. The business or profession of those to be 
won is not as important as the spirit they possess. There 
are so many ordinary folks who could enhance the 
Kingdom that each of us can find plenty to win for 
Christ. Abraham Lincoln said: “The Lord loved the 
common folks or He would not have made so many of 
them.” 


Jesus Selected Busy Folks 
In the Old Testament we learn that the Lord al- 
ways selected men who were busy in their own work. 
When He wanted a successor for Elijah, He chose the 
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man of the proper spirit ploughing in the field; when He 
wanted a king for Israel, He selected Saul who was 
busy watching his father’s flocks; when He wanted a real 
missionary in New Testament times, He selected Saul 
the Church’s persecutor, to be the hero of the Gospel 
message. Today, if we want to get soul-winners, we 
must select the folks who are busy doing things. The 
idler never has time to do important tasks. Folks who 
ordinarily have little time to spare will most likely find 
the time to do larger tasks to help the cause of right- 
eousness. Jesus offered no place for the man who could 
not be employed. Men with jobs are the folks who will 
exercise care and ability when a job is entrusted. The 
Kingdom needs busy folks. If Jesus selected that kind 
to be His winners, we must be of that variety and try 
to win the same sort. 


Jesus Selected Folks One By One 

In this day of doing things on a large scale, we must 
guard against too much mass selection. To fish for men 
one by one, is more difficult than dropping the net to 
take in the mass. Then, too, if mass selection is made, 
there must be too much sorting for the good of the 
cause, The day of great protracted meetings is past. 
The conversions which came from individual contacts 
are the ones which are “thought through” and the most 
permanent. Jesus wanted men who deliberately left nets 
to become fishers of men. How many young people of 
your own age are there in your community who need to 
be won by personal interviews and personal efforts? 
Have you had a share in pleading with them one by 
one? A beautiful sentiment is expressed in C. A. Miles’ 
song, “Win Them One By One.” 


Jesus Placed Responsibility Upon Men 

Like many mothers in modern homes, Church 
leaders would rather do the work of the Kingdom than 
bother with getting others at it. Many mothers will do 
all the chores of the home rather than teach and entrust 
their daughters with distinct responsibilities in and for 
the home. Jesus wanted men whom He could develop 
from raw material to the more nearly finished product 
of winners by word and deed—men like Peter, Andrew, 
James, and John. It is futile to select men who will not 
assume distinct responsibilities. Many folks can be won 
for the Kingdom by thrusting responsibilities upon them 
as a trust and a challenge. 


Jesus Looked Higher For Help 

It is a common error of Kingdom workers to deport 
ourselves as if all strength and power is within ourselves. 
Jesus never undertook a task of importance without first 
talking it over with His Father. The night before he 
selected the fishermen to be His co-partners in the work 
of the next three years, He spent arduous moments in 
prayer. He did the same thing the night before He re- 
deemed the world. The Gethsemane scene is one of the 
most pathetic and yet suggestive scenes of which the 
human race has record. If our Saviour had to look up 
for help, it is no disgrace for weak and erring man to 
look up “from whence cometh all our help.” 

Did you ever try to pray specifically for the person 
whom you hoped to win for Christ? If our Saviour could 
not win those of His choosing without a season in 
prayer, it is a challenge for His children to go as inter- 
cessors, too. The prayers of righteous people avail much. 
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Try praying for enemies and friends and see for yourself 
how speedily the Kingdom will grow. 


Lessons Fishermen Truly. Learn 

It does not take a fisherman long to learn that the 
fish do not bite at all times. The weather may not be 
right. The water may be in improper condition. The 
bait may not be quite what is desired. The tackie may 
not be the most desirable. The when and how of the 
trade must be learned in the school of experience. But 
there is a sweetness and a virtue of the good fisherman 
which needs to be stressed. No fisherman will succeed 
for any lengthy season without the great character trait 
of patience. This virtue must be exercised by every 
successful winner of souls. It may require frequent 
efforts before some great souls can be won for the King- 
dom. Patience! 

Those who are willing to follow with Jesus and His 
methods, practicing the virtues of the Great Fisher of 
Souls, will surely win many souls for the Kingdom and 
be listed in the Lamb’s Book of life among the happy 
fishers of men. 


October 10, 1937 
“WINNERS ALL” 
Luke 14:23 
(By Rev. V. D. Naugle, Lewisburg, Pa.) 


“And the Lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways 
on eles: and compel them to come in, that my house may be 
ed. 


Suggestions For Leaders 

Sixty-four millions of the citizens of the United 
States do not attend Church. If each one would but 
bring one into the fold of the Church, the total popula- 
tion of the United States would be within the Church. 
Is it expecting too much to bring one? 

We must assume that the feast which is spread in 
and through the Church today is as important as in the 
day the parable was uttered. The feast in God’s House is 
of a satisfying menu—Gospel manna, water of salvation, 
milk of the Word, meat of righteousness, and choice 
servings of sacraments, served by the Lord Himself, 
seasoned with sacrifice, love, peace, and Christian virtue. 
The feast is spread but so many are finding excuse to be 
absent. What are we to do about it? 


The Command Is: “Go Out” 

The command is nothing new. We do “go out” in 
our own way and at our own wish. To go out in the 
name of the Lord and to find those who will relish the 
feast of good things is quite another idea. We go out 
to find personal satisfactions and pleasures, and we find 
them though disappointed at times. When there are so 
many to be won for Christ we need not hesitate in the 
task because the Lord assures us that He will be with 
us alway even unto the end. The essential thing is the 
willingness to go out. Go away from our own place and 
use precious time to win the unsaved! There is a thrill 
in it for every child just to go, even without a purpose. 
How much better to go with the purpose of winning 
others to Christ. Why sing that old song, “I’ll Go 
Where You Want Me To Go,” unless we mean it? 


Into the Highways 
But we do not need to be commanded to go into 
the highways of our day. We probably spend too much 
of our time there. But the Lord has in mind His pur- 
pose in sending us. Not our own purposes, and yet this 
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may be true, for, what is the Lord’s profit will surely be 
profitable to us, too. That His house may be filled we 
shall be obliged to go where we can find people. On our 
public traveling places we will always be able to find 
some. He wants us to go where we can be busy at Il 
times. He does not tell us to go with the Bible under 
our arm and a sanctimonious face. To be winners for 
Him, He wants us there to let our lights so shine that 
others may see our good works and glorify Him. How 
often have you gone out into public places to win others? 
How differently we will go if each one goes to be a 
winner! But remember, there is ‘no getting around it. 
The command is: “Go out into the highways.” 


And Hedges 

It is not sufficient to go into the highways to be 
winners for Him. He wants us to enter the by-ways and 
more secluded places too. There we will find many 
splendid folks who need the feast of the Lord. In the 
more obscure places we will find the more humble and 
probably at times, the most deserving. He does not 
want His servant to go only one place and call it com- 
plete. He wants no place where people may be found to 
be overlooked. He, Himself, found excuse to go any- 
where and everywhere as He walked and talked among 
men. Let no place dare to be too much out of the way 
to go to win the sinner to salvation. 


And Compel 

This word is much despised by the people of today. 
We do not like to be compelled and thus we do not like 
to compel others. What will we do about it? It is the 
command of the Lord, and as such must be heeded. The 
command does not mean that we are to be rude and use 
compulsory means, but that we shall, by word and act, 
compel against all argument and manner of living, cast 
an influence that cannot go unheeded. There are many 
in the Church now who have been compelled there be- 
cause of the fruitage of Christianity. Paul’s demand that 
we “overcome evil with good” is very practical every- 
where. Many ministers are preaching today because their 
parents compelled them to stay in paths of righteousness. 
Many are not preaching who should be preaching, be- 
cause they were not compelled to do the right. The time 
is ripe for a real campaign to compel children to avoid 
the wrong, and to stick to the things which are known 
to be right. When you compel someone to do the right, 
you are one of the Lord’s trusty servants. How many 
folks have you compelled to come to the feast of the 
Lord? It is a distinct Christian command to compel folks 
even against their own wills to come to God's house that 
His house may be filled. 


Them 

This pronoun may apply to your own home. Some 
who are near and dear to you may be on the highway of 
sin, or hiding along the hedges of indifference. The mis- 
sionary command was to begin at Jerusalem, and to go 
to the uttermost parts of the earth. In this case, if 
those who make excuse are of your own household, it 
is your duty to have a share in compelling them to at- 
tend the feast of the Lord. Those who make excuse may 
be strangers to you, but they are among those who are 
to be compelled in right things. There are sixty-four 
millions of citizens of the United States included under 
the word “them.” Some of these may be traveling with 
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you at times. Some may be quite distant from you, others 
quite near you, but wherever they are, you are to go out 
after them and compel them to come in. 


If they argue that they have bought ground and 
must go to see it, or that they have bought oxen and 
must prove them, or that.the bride must not be offended, 
there are many others to find who will appreciate an 
invitation and enjoy good things. It is our duty to find 
others to fill the house. This may not be a pleasant task 
to be constantly seeking others, but we must remember 
that it was for others that Jesus came into the world. 
This sentiment is beautifully expressed in Chas. D. 
Meig’s poem entitled, “Others.” 


To Come In 

Just as the spider wanted the fly to come into his 

_ parlor for his own purpose, our Lord wants us to come 
into His House. But this is not for the Lord’s good, 

but for our own good. Many folks think it sufficient 

to look in where good things are spread. The benefits do 

not come alone from being in the presence of good 

things, but from participating in the feast. If we com- 

pel folks who have had their appetites whet up with 

cravings for good things to come in, we need not worry 

about participation. When folks are hungry they eat 

what is set before them. In this case the feast is pre- 

pared and men cannot, in cafeteria style, select to their 

entire satisfaction. The Lord of the feast has in readi- 
ness all that men in the various circumstances need. The 

servant of the Lord should always be able to say to those 

outside: “Come thou with us and we will do thee good.” 


That My House May Be Filled 

As the feast is of no value without feasters, so God’s 
house is of little consequence without worshippers. If 
you have a share in keeping God’s house from being 
filled, remember that this is not the will of the Master. 
It is His will that when He has spread the feast that 
His house should be filled to its capacity. As long as 
you, God’s servant, can say, “yet there is room,” your 
individual task is not done. This implies, of course, that 
the task will never be consummated for there will always 
be room in God’s house for one more. It does mean, 
however, that all of life can be spent in winning others 
to Christ and yet there will be room, but furthermore, 
if we are faithful over the few things committed to us 
here, we will be made ruler over many things as the 
banquet is spread in the mansions on high. It is our 
duty to help fill His house with appreciative banqueters. 


The Menu of the Banquet in God’s House 

1. Not “something new,” but something nourishing 
and soul-satisfying. 

2. Not physical healing, but the healing of a sin- 
sick soul. 

3. Not to cast out devils, but to receive sin-resisting 
foods. 

4. Not a ration of ‘jazz,’ but a music that soothes 
the soul. 

5. Not a serving of rude art, but sacred art that 
lifts us heavenward. 

6. Not an overdose of man’s weakness, but a full 
ration of God’s commands. 

7. Not the drink of charity that receives but never 
gives, but that which says: “’Tis better to give than to 
receive.” 
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October 17, 1937 


“WINNERS FOR WORLD PEACE” 
Romans 12:17-21 
(By Rey. V. D. Naugle, Lewisburg, Pa.) 


Suggestion For Leaders 


Read the action of the United Lutheran Church in convention 
at Columbus, Ohio, October 1936. Ask your pastor for the minutes 
of the Columbus Convention, page 377, at the bottom of the page. 
This is the official action of the Lutheran Church. The Scripture 
passage suggested for this topic makes the peace movement an in- 
dividual concern. We believe that if sufficient individuals of the world 
accept the directions given by the Apostle Paul in these verses, 
there need be no alarm about future wars. 


Recompense No Evil 

Among the seven distinct suggestions given by the 
Apostle, Paul, the first and the last are to set us right 
with regard to evil thoughts and deeds. It is a simple 
statement to say that we shall recompense no man evil 
for evil, but it is another thing as we see it in action. 
It is a hard lesson to learn, the lesson Jesus taught us to 
return good for evil. It is the spirit of the beast in the 
forest that prompts us to retaliate for evil committed 
against us. Man proves his superiority over the animal by 
his observance of the rule to “recompense no man evil 
for evil.’ This suggestion applies to both friends and 
enemies. It seems easy for us to return a kindness for 
a kindness among our friends, but it seems quite changed 
about when we are expected to return a kindness for 
every evil committed against us by friend and foe. That 
is the rule, however hard to observe as it is. It draws 
the line between the one who is truly Christian and the 
one who may only pose as Christian. To win for Christ 
we dare not recompense to any man any evil in any 
way at any time. 


Provide Things Honest 

The idea seems to prevail today that things must be 
provided for our luxurious homes even by questionable 
methods. This is wrong. What we must have for our 
comforts must be acquired honestly. The indecent oc- 
cupation, the business transaction made indiscretely, the 
deception pulled upon another, and any evasion of the 
law, must be condemned as un-Christian. The world 
cannot be won for Christ by dishonest transactions. 
Christian people should guard against that which must 
be done in secret or under cover. What Church people 
do should be done openly, as Paul says, “in the sight of 
all men.’ Ordinarily, things obtained by questionable 
means and methods are not ours and will soon be taken 


from us. In the end we win by strict honesty. 


Live Peaceably 

This verse is introduced with the biggest word in the 
English language. The word “If.” The inspired writer 
admits a weakness of the race when he says, “If it be 
possible.” But he puts another qualifying statement there 
for us when he says, “as much as lieth in you.” Thus 
it is for the Christian to cultivate the peaceable spirit. 
The more we succeed in getting this peaceable spirit to 
prevail in us the more we become like the Master. When 
He was smitten He reviled not again, says the Scripture. 
He taught His followers to go to the extra mile, to give 
the outer cloak, to turn the other cheek so that peace 
may be maintained and give the Christian a characteristic 
not possessed by others. You may be assured that if 
folks live peaceably with their neighbors and friends and 
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enemies, they are practicing one of the greatest Christian 
virtues. Jesus, says: “Blessed are the peacemakers: for 
they shall be called the children of God.” 


Avenge Not Yourselves 

To avenge means to get even by some form of re- 
taliation. The reason for this advice is that it is so 
dangerous to avenge ourselves. We are so prone to lose 
our tempers and all Christian virtue while in the act of 
avenging. Thus the admonition is that we shall not do 
it at all. Usually those who try to take revenge find that 
too many other things enter into the affair before they 
are through and they find that the wrong party has been 
avenged. Like a boomerang it comes back to the thrower. 
Remember the story of Haman and Mordecai. Haman, 
for his revenge, was hanged upon the scaffold which he 
had erected for his enemy, Mordecai. This is just one 
case of it. We see this happen frequently in the school 
room, in business and even in Church. Better take the 
advice of Paul, “Avenge not yourselves.” Give serious 
thought to everything done while in wrath and anger 
lest we avenge ourselves. 


Let Vengeance With God 

The Lord wants us to know that vengeance belongs 
to Him. This is a polite way of saying that for every 
wrong He will have a hand. He knows what punish- 
ment is just, for He has infinite wisdom. Man cannot 
take vengeance upon man because man has limited wis- 
dom. If God wants to assume all responsibility for tak- 
ing revenge for wrongs committed, why not let it in His 
hands entirely? Then, too, if man takes revenge for evils 
committed, and God does it also, there is a double share 
of vengeance placed upon the wrong-doer. God has a 
right to say that vengeance is His because He alone 
knows the punishment deserved in every case. The Lord 
says, “I will repay.” Thus, if we want good as our re- 
pay, we must be willing to hand out the good. In place 
of taking vengeance, let’s let it all in God’s hands, and 
there will be no repay for us. To win and cause others 
to win in the matter of taking revenge we need but trust 
it all to God without making our hands filthy by it. 
Vengeance is dangerous and impractical for world peace. 


Christian Treatment of Enemies 

The old idea that we shoud deal rudely with our 
enemies is exploded here. Paul demands that if the 
enemy is hungry he shall be fed, and if thirsty, he shall 
be given something to drink. That kind of treatment is 
sure to turn an enemy into a friend and the enemy need 
no longer to be feared. That is the way David dealt 
with angry Saul until Saul said, “Thou art more righteous 
Halen 

If you want to see what effect kindness has upon 
those with whom we associate, try a little kindness upon 
the ordinary pet dog. Then experiment with a little 
roughness to him. It will not be hard to determine 
which act was the better for you and the dog. The Chris- 
tian who maintains a rough and unkind disposition does 
not win much for peace, but if the policy is a kind word 
and deed for those who may despise us, that Christian 
is valuable in the promotion of peace. 

We surely heap coals of fire upon the heads of our 
enemies if we give them what they are not expecting. 
They will scratch their heads with amazement and 
pleasant surprise to find folks who will return kindnesses 
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for discourtesies. That kind of fire makes them think. 
They find that such hot coals are harder to handle than 
if discourtesies were given in return. When you return 
good for evil and you see the blush coming upon the 
face of your enemy, you may know that you have placed 
burning coals upon his head. As he thinks upon your 
act, he will be won for peace. 
Overcoming Evil With Good 

The first part of the verse asks that we shall not 
let ourselves be overcome of evil. That is, we must not 
let ourselves agree with the things which are evil and 
proceed to do them as though they were right. There 
are too many folks today who go along with evil so long 
that they become’ calloused to it and finally agree that 
the wrong is right. The Christian is to be a thinker, a 
discerner of right and wrong, and always to classify 
correctly. When you hear that folks argue that certain 
things which were wrong in the past are right now, you 
had better go slow because you may be letting yourself 
be overcome of evil. 

The latter part of the verse demands that we heap 
up good upon the evil-doer and the evil itself until the 
evil tendency is checked and put under the persuasive 
power of good and good things. If every Christian would 
make it the policy in life to make good triumph over 
evil, we are sure that wars and rumors of war would 
cease. Then the prophecy of the Lord would be a reality, 
for men would turn their swords into plough-shares and 
their spears into pruning-hooks. The lion and the lamb 
could then lie down together. Then the peace which 
passeth all understanding would prevail in the world. 

Questions For Discussion 

1. Why it is so easy to return evil for evil? 

2. Would you engage in an occupation where you 
would be obliged to do evil? 

3. Is it possible to “be angry and sin not?” 

4. If vengeance belongs to God, does He always 
repay? 

5. How often shall we show kindness to our ene- 
mies? 

6. Which is the easier: To overcome with evil, or 
to overcome with good? 

7. How can I promote peace in my home, in my 
school, and in my Church? 


October 24, 1937 
“A GILT-EDGE INVESTMENT” 


Revelation 7 :1-4, 9-17 
To Leader: Your “Uncle Bim” wrote this Topic for the Seniors 
and he sees no value in re-writing it, so you are asked to turn to 
that section of this issue of the Review and make use of the materials 
prepared both for your “‘‘oldsters’” and you. 


October 31, 1937 
REFORMATION DAY PROGRAM 
1537—1637—1737 


. To Leader: Things of great import happened during Reforma- 
tion Days, back in 1537, and again a hundred years and two hun- 
dred years later, that need be repeated ever so often. Things vital to 
our religious, democratic and intellectual freedom were boldly voiced 
by the great man, Martin Luther, and his followers, and it will do us 
great good to study today’s topic with attentiveness and application. 
A_hundred years passed and another historic event of wide sweeping 
effect upon our country happened. And still another hundred years 
rolled = and another incident important to the life of our Church 
occurred, 


So, in 1937, we take a backward look upon three great events in 
the life of the Lutheran Church, While those enasks se things in 
the past they are nevertheless things “living still to date,’ and will 
live forever—at least, so we pray. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


In order to learn about these three events of Lutheran import, 
please turn to the material within the Senior Section, under date of 
October 31st, (under same heading as above) and add through said 
study to your knowledge of your Church. 


After the Topic has been studied, clinch the chief points in your 

memory by asking the following questions of the groups: 
In-1537 

What Articles were written in 1537? 
Why called by that name? 
Give purpose for their writing. 
Who wrote them? 
Mention chief doctrines treated in the Articles, 
. What view does the Lutheran Church hold of 
the Holy Communion? The Catholic Church of the 
mass? 

7. Who is the head of the Church? 


NR ONS 


In 1637 
1. What event took place in 1637? 
2. What Lutheran European country was involved? 
3. Name the principal persons mentioned in colon- 
ization of this country by the Swedes. 
4. Where did the colonization party first land? 
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5. What was the first act performed by the new- 
comers? 

6, How many Churches did they build? 

7. What denomination now owns the remnants of 
those Churches? 

8. Name the principal Church among the group. 

9. What great Lutheran pioneer preached in that 
Church? In what language? 

10. Tell something about the subsequent history of 
the Swedish colony in America. 


In 1737 

1. What orphanage is referred to in this section of 
our study? 

2. Where located? Is it still used? By whom? 

3. Tell about its early founding. 

4. What program did the children in the orphanage 
follow? 

5. Give name of orphanage displacing the Ebenezer 
Orphanage. 

6. Is it still being used? 

7. Tell something of its history. 


K OK OK OK OX 


The Junior Topics for October 


The Junior Superintendent has a great opportunity 
in storing children’s minds with a love of the beautiful. 

An appreciation of beauty and beautiful things are 
music, pictures, scenery, books—beautiful deeds and lives 
are one of the surest safeguards against the disillusions, 
disappointments and cares of grown-up life, 

The beautiful things of life draw the child nearer 
to God when they see back of it all the hand of the 
Loving Father. 

The beauties of this world enrich our lives and help 
us understand God’s purposes. 

Beautiful music, pictures, beautiful lives that serve 
as examples are all aids to worship. 

So let us, in this new series of topics when we are 
trying to interpret beauty religiously to the child, seek 
to put the beautiful things of this world into their lives, 
as gifts of the Heavenly Father. 

Use with these topics, the hints in the Teacher’s 
Manual, under Unit 4, Beauty; and the Junior Topics 
Booklet No. 4—“The Child and Beauty.” 

For these meetings have your meeting room as at- 
tractive as possible. It may be improved just by a little 
rearrangement and the removal of everything not needed 
for the meeting. Orderliness and cleanliness are beauty! 
A picture or two, a few flowers, some autumn leaves 
will help. 

One of the meetings might be held outdoors at some 
beauty spot. 

A visit to some nearby natural beauty spot might 
be planned. 

A trip to an art gallery, or museum, or children’s 
library also might be planned. 

If you will “talk over” these topics with the Juniors 
and let them give their thoughts and ideas, directing their 
thoughts along the lines suggested, letting the Juniors 
find music, poems, pictures, stories, books or interesting 
places to visit that will teach more of Beauty, your meet- 


ings will be a success. If you merely have them read the 
material given here, they will be rather meaningless! 


October 5, 1937 
SEEING THE BEAUTIFUL 


See Teacher’s Manual, under ““Beauty”—general hints—and ‘‘God, 
the Creator.” 

Use “Seeing the Beautiful,’ in Topics Booklet No. 4—‘‘The 
Child and Beauty.” 


Suggested Procedure 


Hymn: “This Is My Father’s World” 

Psalm 121 

Discussion: What are some of the beautiful things around us? (Let 
Juniors list these on blackboard.) What are some of the things 
we like best? Are beautiful things included? (Emphasize thought 
that what we do in our spare time and the things we really like, 
show our character. List music, play, beautiful pictures, movie, 
radio, book, candy, picnic, swimming, auto trip and any other 
recreations and beauties peculiar to your locality and let each 
Junior list the five he likes best.) 

Topic Thoughts: From Junior Topics Booklet 

Topic Thoughts: As given below ) 

Prayer: That we may see beauty in the things around us—that we 
may have the influence of beautiful things in our lives that we 
may share beauty with others. 

Expression: Ask each Junior during the coming week, to do one 
beautiful act—do something for mother, carry flowers to someone 
sick, make a picture book for a smaller child, hunt some fine 
pictures for use in the League, any of these or others—and _re- 
port at mext meeting. (Discuss with Juniors what they might 
do.) 


Topic Thoughts 
Seeing the Beautiful 
Can you find any beautiful things in the Bible? 
‘What were some of the beauties of the land in 
which Jesus lived? 
Do you know anything about the geography of the 
Holy Land? 


Let us think of the threes and the birds and the 


flowers. Can you name any mentioned in the Bible? 


(Outline Pictures to Color—13 trees, flowers, birds and animals 
of the Bible, with a Bible verse for each, 35 cents, from United 
Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
would be very good to use here.) 


Are there other beauties in our Bible? Name some of 
the stories which show some beautiful act or some 
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beautiful life. Miriam caring for her little brother, the 
little captive maid, the little boy giving his lunch, all are 
stories of beautiful acts. Can you name others? 

What about Jesus’ life? Was it not full of beautiful 
deeds? Healing the sick, making the blind see and the 
deaf hear, curing the cripple, these were all beautiful acts, 
and more so were those times when Jesus preached of 
His Heavenly Father, or prayed, or told of the King- 
dom, or called His followers, or any of those scenes 
when He was “about His Father’s business.” 

_ Are there beautiful things today in the world? Let 
us list the things that are beautiful and those that are 
not. In the list of those things which are not beautiful 
we must surely put war, and in the list of beautiful 
things we must not forget sending the Gospel to others. 

What can Juniors do about seeing beautiful things? 

1. We can look around us and find beautiful things. 
We can’ find joy in the ordinary beauties of our every 
day world if we try to. We need not take a trip round 
the world to see lovely fresh morning sunrises or a 
beautiful sunset, to enjoy beautiful flowers, the trees, 
God’s beautiful world He has made for us. 

‘We can learn to enjoy simple, ordinary beauties and 
we will then have a contentment and appreciation of all 
the lovely things which striving after big things will 
never bring. 

2. We must see God’s Hand in all things beautiful, 
and thank Him and praise Him for His goodness. 

3. We can share with others. We can help others 
enjoy and love beautiful things. 

4. Wecan do our share, more and more as we grow 
older, to help do away with those things which are not 
beautiful. Ugly, dirty, tumble-down houses in which 
some workers must live are not lovely; strikes and 
fighting, war, little children hungry; none of these are 
beautiful and we must do our best as we grow up to 
change things. 

And one of the most unbeautiful, saddest and terrible 
things is people and nations bowing down to idols of 
stone or wood—boys and girls growing up without 
knowing anything about our Heavenly Father who made 
this world beautiful, or of the loving Saviour. What 
can we do about it? 


October 10, 1937 
GOD: THE GIVER OF ALL THINGS 
BEAUTIFUL 


Use Teacher’s Manual, paragraph “God, the Giver of All Things 
Beautiful,” under Unit 4—Beauty, and the Topics Booklet, ‘The 
‘Child and Beauty,” paragraph under same title. 


Suggested Procedure 
Hymn: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 
Prayer: Thanking God for all His gifts 
“Topic: As given in Topics Booklet 
Topic Thoughts: As given below 
‘Expression: What do we owe God for all our blessings? How can 
we use them well? (Make some plan_for stewardship. Let each 
one report how he is using one of God’s gifts. Make one gift 
for the Church.) 
Topic Thoughts 
What beautiful things did you see on your vacation? 
(Ask Juniors to bring snap-shots, or any mementos 
of the summer and talk over the experiences of the sum- 
mer, aiming to list the beautiful things seen or done.) 
'Who gave us all these beauties? Let us think a few 
minutes how we can trace everything back to God. He 


‘gives us all. 
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There is a Bible verse which we can well make a 
memory verse for this lesson: James 1:17, “Every good 
gift and every perfect gift is from above and cometh 
down from the Father.” 

What about a loaf of bread? How can we trace 
that back to God? The box of cereal we eat, the orange, 
the meat for dinner—did not God give them all? 

What about our new dress? How did that come from 
God? 

We can trace all lovely things back to God. The 
pleasant trip we took, the book, music, pictures we en- 
joyed—everything comes from the Heavenly Father. 

What can we do to show God we appreciate His 
goodness? 

We can thank Him. Not only by saying “Thank 
you” in our prayers, but by our deeds—our lives. 

We can share beauties with others. Some do not 
have as many beautiful things to enjoy as we do. We 
can share. 

(Have sentence prayers, each Junior thanking God 
for some definite gift and conclude by asking for help 
to share God’s gifts with others.) 


October 17, 1937 
GOD AND THE HARVEST 


Use the paragraph, “God and the Harvest,” in the Teacher’s 
Manual, under Unit 4—Beauty. 


Suggested Procedure 


To vary the meeting, make this a “Harvest Festival” meeting. 
Let the Juniors bring gifts of vegetables and fruit to be sent after- 
ward to the Orphans’ Home. 


The room may be decorated with corn stalks, pumpkins and 
harvest fruits. 


_ , Let_Juniors arrange their own program, select hymns of thanks- 
giving, Scripture passages on the harvest and thanksgiving. Include 
the stories of the Jewish festivals of the Harvest and Thanksgiving. 


Give the Topic thoughts given below. 
Topic Thoughts 

Spring brings promise of many things; summer is 
the growing time, when all the world seems happy and 
growing and glowing; the autumn is the time of fulfill- 
ment, when all the grains and the crops, all the fruits 
and vegetables, all are ready to be gathered and stored 
away for the winter. 

Have you ever seen mother’s pantry shelves late in 
the fall, filled with jars of jellies, with vegetables of all 
kinds, with many good things for the winter? How 
good it looked! 

And how wise and good of the Heavenly Father to 
provide all this goodness and beauty for us. 

And through the harvest God tries to teach us many 
lessons. What are some we can learn? 

1. God provides us with all the needs of life and 
gives us much to supply our wants. The harvest always 
is ample. God has given us much here in America— 
there is more than enough. 

2. God gives us the harvest to teach us to save 
for all our needs. The harvest comes at the close of the 
summer and just before the beginning of winter, so that 
we may have enough for the winter season when there 
are no crops. 

God wants us to see in this the need of preparing 
in times of plenty for those times when there is no 
harvest. 

Not only is this true of food, but of all our life. If 
we store up in our hearts and minds all of God’s truths 
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and promises, in our early years and while we have 
opportunity, in the hour of need or time of trouble we 
will have them to comfort us. 


3. Through the harvest God teaches us that His 
promises are sure. The harvest never fails. Every fall 
we have a new harvest. We may hear from time to time 
“the corn crop was a failure,” or “the dirt storms de- 
stroyed everything,” but still there is an abundance. His 
promise is (Genesis 8:22) ‘‘while the earth remaineth, 
seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night shall not cease.” Not 
only is this promise true, but all God’s promises, 

4. God does not want His children to be selfish. 
He has so abundantly given us of His mercies, and He 


wants us to share with others, especially those who 
need it. 


October 24, 1937 


AIMING HIGHER 
(A Course for Juniors on World Peace, by Mary E. Propst) 


For the coming six months the missionary topics will center 
about the theme of World Peace. This theme is closely linked with 
that of Christian missions, through the teaching of world friendship 
and brotherly attitudes. The materials listed as a basis, or as helps, 
for this course may be ordered from The Women’s Missionary Society, 
723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Broken Guns, by Eleanor H. Brainard. A reading and source 
book, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. 

Aiming Higher, by Mary E. Propst. 
on “Broken Guns.” Price, 15 cents. 


Picture Map of the World. Price, 50 cents. 


To the Leader: (Page references are to the booklet, “Aiming 
Higher.”’ Study the purposes of the course (page 3) and prepare 
yourself by reading the best things you can obtain on World Peace. 
To teach the children effectively you must believe in Peace yourself. 
If it is true that ‘‘the world moves forward on the feet of the chil- 
dren,’’ have faith to believe that this course will bring concrete results 
in the developing of attitudes favorable to Peace. 


Consider with care the suggestions (pages 4 and 5) for a 
mother’s or—better still—a parents’ meeting. The effect of the 
course will be influenced for good or ill by the ideas expressed in 
the homes of the Juniors. 


Write to the Committee on World Friendship Among Children, 
297 Fourth Avenue, New York City, for information about the most 
recent project, the sending of gifts to the children of Spain. The 
course will gain at once in reality and value through the adoption of 
this plan to cheer children suffering today from the sin of war. 


The outline for Session 1 (page 15) may be used as it is, or it 
may be adapted as found suitable for your particular group. If the 
Picture Map of the World is used, have ready the needed handwork 
materials, paint, crayons, paste. If some other activity is chosen, link 
it with the course at the outset. 


Try in every way possible to make the study a matter of action 
and service, rather than mere theory and talk. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Department, Women’s Missionary Society) 


Helps for the leader based 


Ocober 31, 1937 
REFORMATION DAY PROGRAM 

Plan a Luther Day Program for this meeting. 

Use the Topics Booklet, “Luther: The Flower of 
His Age” (5 cents, from Headquarters). 

If you have the book, “Martin of Mansfeld,” have 
some of the stories told. 

Let. Juniors plan this meeting. 

Make a Luther Scrapbook, putting in pictures of 
Luther. 

If possible, have a large picture of Luther—the gift 
of the Senior League—placed on wall at this meeting. 


THE LITTLE LEAGUERS’ PROGRAMS 
Do not neglect the opportunity you have in the little three to 
six year old children who come to Junior League. Ps 
Put one of the older girls in charge, and have Bible and mission- 
ary stories, hymns, prayers, and some handwork. 
The booklet, ‘‘Programs For Little Leaguers,”’ 25 cents, from 
League Headquarters, will give material. 
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October 3, 1937 
GOD’S GARDEN 


Use the suggestions in the booklet, “Programs for the Little 
Leaguers,” under ‘‘October—First Week.” 

If these little ones are older—five, six and seven—use some parts 
of the exercise, ‘‘God’s Garden of Flowers,” given in this issue in 
the Junior Department, having them represent Rain, Sunshine, 
Gardeners, Morning Glories, ete. A Scrapbook, made by cutting 
flowers from seed catalogues, and pasting a child’s face on each, 
can be made and sent to some sick child. A green cover with “God’s 
Garden’”’ printed in large letters will be attractive. 


* * OK OK 
October 10, 1937 
THE LITTLE BOY AND HIS LUNCH 


Tell the Bible story of the little boy who gave his lunch. 
Emphasize these thoughts : 

The little boy wanted to go and see Jesus. 

The little boy was willing to share his lunch. 

Jesus blessed the lunch. 

Jesus had then enough for everyone. 

Do not merely dwell on the great miracle of the loaves and 
fishes—few in number, feeding the great multitude. Little folks 
cannot understand it. 

Occasionally have freehand drawing, letting the little ones ex- 
press their own ideas. This lesson affords an opportunity for this. 
Give each a large sheet of paper and crayon and let them draw the 
little boy’s basket, the loaves, the fishes, etc. 

Have some opportunity to share, bring some special treat for 
the little ones and give them a chance to send some of it to a sick 
member or some shut-in. Let this be done voluntarily, never force 
them to give if it does not come naturally at the close of the period. 


* OK OK 
October 17, 1937 
JESUS IN THE STORM 


See suggestions in ‘Programs For The Little Leaguers,” under 
“October—Second Week.”’ 


If the little ones get tired after listening to the story, let them 
act out same. 


; A row of the kindergarten chairs may be a boat and let those 
in the boat pretend they are in a storm, when suddenly all becomes 
quiet and they came safely to shore. 


If a large picture of Jesus stilling the storm can be secured, it 
will help in telling. the story. 


October 24, 1937 
DANIEL IN THE LION’S DEN 


Use the hints in ‘“Programs For Little Leaguers,’’ under “Octo- 
ber—Third Week.” 


Bible pictures may be secured from United Lutheran Publication 
House at one cent each. 


tk OK OK OK 
October 31, 1937 
JESUS HELPS A BLIND MAN 


Use suggestions in Little 
“October—Fourth Week.” 


Do not make little ones “feel sorry” just for the blind or 
afflicted, let them feel anxious to help. 


If possible, let them help some one they know. Kindness to a 
blind person they know or some ome crippled or handicapped in the 
neighborhood means more than giving pennies to help the work, or 
sending some gift to a home for the blind. The real Juniors can do 


“Programs for Leaguers,’”’ under 


that. 
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Leagues, Let’s Erect That 


Kennarock ‘Medical Center 


FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE MOUNTAIN FOLK OF VIRGINIA 


NOW 


The Need for This Medical Center is Great 


Through an opportunity presented by the Official 
Weekly of the United Lutheran Church 


THE LUTHERAN 


the Young People of the Church can render a service during Church Paper Week that will be mission- 
ary and educational and lasting in character. Moresubscribers for “The Lutheran will mean better 
informed members, and better informed members will assure the necessary support for this Medical 


Center. 


A canvass of every congregation of the Church from October 10th to 17th will enable the Luther League 
through personal service, to demonstrate to the Church the vision of the Young People to find 
worthy objectives and the ability to promote them. 


Every Pastor has been requested to give the Young People the exclusive right to canvass the congre- 
gation during Church Paper Week. This effort to increase the subscription list of “The Lutheran” is in 
line with the general movement to bring the “Whole Program of the Whole Church” to the largest 
number of members. 


Yaxlvavitvavh 


Subscription Price, $2.00 a year in advance 
COMMISSIONS 


New Subscriptions, 60 cents Renewals, 20 cents 
Sample copies and full information free 


THIS IS A DIGNIFIED WAY TO BUILD UP 
YOUR LUTHER LEAGUE TREASURY 


It is quite possible to double the number of subscribers for “The Lutheran” in every congregation. 
The Luther League has the personnel and the objective that will impress the members. If all Leagues 
will grasp this opportunity, the commissions they will earn will be sufficient to erect the 


Konnarock Medical Center—NOW 


Consult your Pastor at once and have him enroll you in this campaign 
for a better informed membership 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION WRITE 


THE LUTHERAN 


CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and controlled by the Synods of South Carolina, 
Georgia-Alabama and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S, degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration, 
pecial training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business, 
Pre aration for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 
ell-rounded and adequate program of student activities, 
Dorsorat attention to the individual student. 
Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state, 


THE vases MOTHERHOUSE. | 


Trains Young Women for the 


____ DEACONESS CALLING 
AND ‘OFFERS COURSES FOR 


: GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
7 Send For Literature and Particulars 


THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS oA pheaae te 
AND TRAINING SCHO 


f Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. lice Md. paca ferns oa pentes 


For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Gettysbure College 


FOUNDED 1832 
idest Lutheran College in America 


5 iiiies College 


pnene wen PA. 


ir x. rected Watah “Wctd cd gerok toy Wickens grade, ap- 

proved by The Association of American Universities, A 
| © strong scholarly faculty, Excellent preparation for those who 
| will enter the study of Theology, Medicine, Dentistry, Law, 
| pis etching, and Business. New buildings and equipment. 


aie td College possesses an able Faculty made up 
Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
te inaeers 2 of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education, 


Located in the midst of the world 

7 famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 

; For erate and information, write to: 

fh Tae Tyson, A.B., A.M., LittD. - - - President 
<f Harry A. Benfer, A.M. - - eee ~ Registrar 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A, HANSON, D.D., LUL.D., President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Quality In the ae of Pennsylvania 


zo Rca Gropiig Faculty _of Qualifications 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
‘Trained at America’s Si g Graduate Schools FULLY ACCREDITED 


’ igh Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
a ss AB., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
_ For Catalogue write either 
“Bay E. oe George F Dunkelberger, PaO 


B.A. and B.S. Degrees Pre-Professional Courses 
Superior Standards Unusual Cosmopclitanism 
Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


- Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE = oo 
, THE LE UE Have You olled As a 
4 ra ora Sh Baad | Contributing Member 


GSN 2 


Bee 3 Sustaining Membership Fund 
= oe - JUNIOR» ae for the year 1937? 


Se poietic , : Every Local Leaguer should hold a Contributing 
Membership by the payment of 


_ INTERMEDIATE $1.00 per Year 


12 to 16 Years =e SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Austin W. Howard, Chairman 


Send All Funds to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
1228-1234 Spruce Street 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA. 


OI TOE 
ee et Penna, seen nnn 


Ord cue oe mes CONTAINS: 
REMITTANCE IN FULL STUNTS 


QUOTATIONS 
WIERD STORY 
FORTUNE VERSES | 
KATRINA’S PARTY 
HALLOWE'EN GAMES 
PLANS FOR RECEPTION 
ORIGIN OF HALLOWE'EN 
ese . REFERENCE SUGGESTIONS — 
eae VARIOUS FORTUNE GAMES > 
Be uote | "he Gobi il gt yf dt wae out” ! 
oe Ah _—GET REAL BUSY ; 


ee pune SHEETS OF MATERIAL FOR 
pba neosaben COMPLETE IN EVERY DETAIL dF DARADOLOGT 


| a ; oe a Oe x OK PS | (>) 
no ® ong Becks jor Fall Parties Hf i 


Ah the Aathar of 


~ Parodology ( : : HERDLOGY 


_ 422 Songs for Banquets and Old 
Time Get-Together Occasions in 
the Luther League. 
Paper Binding Postpaid 
PRICE 25 CENTS 


Cokesbury Party Book 


52 Complete Planned Parties with 
600 Games and Stunts. Outlined 
by Months. Four and Five Party 
Schemes for each Month, 


PRICE $1.70 Postpaid 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


) 429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PA.. 


